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ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 


MINUTES OF SIXTY-FIRST MEETING 
(Subject to approval of the Commission at 62nd meeting) 


Board Room 
lllinois State Museum 
springfield, Illinois 
10:19 a.m. December 10, 1976 


61-1) Call to order: 


The meeting convened at 10:19 a.m. pursuant to the call of Chairman 
Birkenholz. 


Members present: Dr. Dale E. Birkenholz, Warren DeWalt, Dr. John Ebinger, 
Dr. James S. Fralish, Gordon Graves, Dr. Stanley E. Harris and Dr. Peter Schramm. 


Members absent: Dr. Alan Haney and Frederick Kalivoda. 


Others. present:.. Mr.. Milton Thompson, Director, “Illinois. State Museum, 
Advisor; Dr. George Sprugel, Chief, I!linois Natural History. Survey, Advisor;: Dr 
Robert Evers, Natural History Survey, Consultant; George B. Fell, Executive Secretary, 
Max Hutchison, Gerald Paulson and Richard Thom, Field Representatives, and Peter 
C. Reilly III, Staff Assistant, I!linois Nature Preserves Commission; John Schwegman, 
Marlin Bowles, Robert Schanzle and Andy West, Natural Areas Section, Department of 
Conservation; Charles Tamminga, Associate Director, Lands & Historic Sites, Depart- 
ment of Conservation; Fred Tetreault, Information/Education Section, Department of 
Conservation; John White and Kathryn Kerr, Natural Areas Inventory; Dr. Alfred 
Koelling, I!linois State Museum; Dr. Kenneth Robertson, I!linois Natural History 
Survey; Ann Fisher; Mrs. Gordon Graves; and Judy Groves. 


Mr. Thompson attended the morning session only. 

61-2) Adoption of agenda: 
I+ was ‘moved by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Harris, and carried, 
that the draft agenda be adopted subject to change of sequence 
by the Chairman. . 


61-3) Minutes of 60th meeting: 


It was moved by Dr. Harris, seconded by Dr. Ebinger, and carried, 
that the minutes of the 60th meeting, held in Morris, Illinois 
on October 1 and 2, 1976 be approved. 


61-4) Financial report: 


Mr. Fell presented the following statement of Commission expenses for | 
the period from September 1, 1976 through November 30, 1976: 
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D) 
Expenses incurred on behalf of the IIlinois Nature 
Preserves Commission by members and Natural Land Institute 

Travel, Commission members ; Te Le Re ase) 
Contractual services 

Personal services $11,993.91 

Employee benefits $6799.09 

Unemployment compensation liability 2200 

Insurance 36.00 

Travel, personne! 1,216.75 

Rent, utilities & maintenance ~ © 744.00: 

Rental, office equipment 255.00 

Telephone : 594.89 

Postage 237.68 

Office supplies | 2 39.79 

Field supplies 17.00 

Books, maps, photos 496,58 

Duplicating & paper 112.80 
' Meeting expense FIST 


$17,237.06 


wo Be 


$17,550.69 


ah disbursements from General Revenue Fund appropriation 
Administration, including protection of areas 

Travel, Commission members $ is in ted 

Contract: Project 1 TOV Zo 1 oe 


Preservation, Including acquisition and 
dedication 


Contract Project 3 ~~" ™ 4,964.61 
Rare & endangered species 

Contract Project 4 OND) oe) 
Management 

Contract Project ae 1 25465 

$17,468.99 

5-month apportionment from appropriation Sig. o.0G 
Amount disbursed — 17,468.99 

Surplus for period | 306.01 


61-5) General report of INPC staff : 


Mr. Fell reported on the following matters: 


Staff activities: -A summary of staff activities for October and November 
was distributed. 


@ 


status of Commission-approved dedications: Prospect Cemetery Prairie 


(5 acres), Ford County, and the addition to Beal! Woods Nature Preserve (39 acres), 
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Wabash County were approved by the Governor on October 20, 1976. Colored Sands 


Bluff (44 acres), Winnebago County, is pending approval of the Director and the 
Governor. 


Death of former Commission member: Dr. Charles E. Olmsted passed away on 
November 20, 1976 at his home in Boulder, Colorado. Dr. Olmsted served as Vice- 
Chairman and Chairman of the Commission from September 8, 1972 to October 10, 1974. 


Kentucky Nature Preserves system: Legislation establishing a Kentucky 


Nature Preserves Commission, modeled after the |I|linois law, was approved on March 
29, 1976. Jon Rickert, Elizabethtown, Kentucky was instrumental in securing passage 
of the bill and is Chairman of the newly appointed Commission. Mr. Fell spoke to 
the Commission about the I||linois nature preserves system on November 17. 


Cook County--Sand Ridge Nature Preserve: Approval has been given to cut f 


brush from the prairie and marsh areas. 


Lake County--Volo Bog Nature Preserve: A statement on the Commission's 


stand opposing the freeway location in the vicinity of Volo Bog was distributed to 
the news media and interested conservation organizations on October 15. 


Lawrence County--Robeson Hills Nature Preserve addition: Vincennes 
University has applied for a development grant from the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 


_for an interpretive center.. A proposal for dedication of additions to the nature 
preserve has been pending for some time One the Commission staff is negotiating for 
completion of the dedication. 


Stephenson County--Freeport Prairie: A 6-acre prairie on the south side 
of Freeport was donated to the Jane Addamsland Park Foundation on October 10, 1976 


by Mr. and Mrs. Frank S. Larson of Loves Park. 


Warren County--Massasauga Prairie: The Department of Conservation has 
requested that The Nature Conservancy negotiate with the owners for acquisition of 


this area. 


Williamson County--Crab Orchard Wilderness: The Omnibus Wilderness Bil 
signed by President Ford on October 19, 1976 included 4,050 acres in the Crab. 


Orchard Wildlife Refuge, Williamson County. This is the first area in Illinois 
to be included in the National Wilderness System. 


BOR General réport of Conservation Department staff: 
Mr. Schwegman reported on the following matters: 
Nature Preserve Directory: The new edition of the Directory is now available 
Land acquisition: Options have been obtained on 14.6 acres at Thorn 


Creek Woods, Will County,and purchase of a 5-acre tract at Volo Bog, Lake County, 
is nearing completion. 


LaSalle County--Starved Rock Nature Preserve: The Director of Conservation 
has given the Illini Field Archers notice to vacate by December 31, 1976, the site 


within the nature preserve that they have occupied as an archery range. 


INPC 61 
Ty 10) 


Lawrence County--Chauncey Marsh: On November 9, 1976, 168 acres were 


burned. This included 108 acres of forest and 60 acres of grass and fields. No 
permanent damage to the marsh is anticipated. 


Se 


@ 


Third Annual Midwest Natural Areas Workshop: . The Workshop, sponsored by 
the Natural Areas Section and the Commission,was held in the Conservation Training 


Center, Matthiessen State Park, Oglesby, I!linois, from October 15 through October 17, 
1976. Representatives from 10 states attended. Next year's meeting will be in 
Indiana. Transactions of the meeting are being prepared and will be distributed to 


interested persons. 


61-7) Report of Natural Areas Inventory staff: 


| Mr. White distributed a new agirectory of survey personnel. Francis Harty 
and Donald Kurz are new field representatives. Mr. Harty is replacing Keith Wilson. 
The survey to find prairie remnants in cemeteries was completed in October. In 3923 


sites checked, 27 significant prairie remnants of high natural quality were inventoried 
and 111 other cemeteries were identified which have prairie vegetation with potential 
for recovery with management. For the general natural area survey, field work has — 
been completed in 40 counties. 


61-8) Next meeting arrangements: 


. It was agreed to nold the next meeting in Chicago on Friday, February. 25, 
1977. is e 
61-9) Commission policies and goals: 


Dr. Birkenholz reported that he and other members of the Commission had 
prepared a tentative statement of long term and short term Commission goals; copies 
of which had been distributed for consideration and comment. 


Dr. Fralish proposed that there be a classification system to define the - 
use and management of each nature preserve. 


It was moved by Dr. Fralish and seconded by Dr. Harris. that 

. the Commission staff, in cooperation with the Natural Areas 
Section, develop an appropriate classification system for 
nature preserves. 


The advantages and disadvantages of having a new classification system 
and the relation of such a system to the classification of nature preserve land provided 
for in the rules for management of nature preserves were discussed. 


The motion was withdrawn, and it was agreed that the staff would distribute 
copies of the classification system of Ohio and other states for discussion at the 
next meeting. ; 


61-10) Proposal for movie on natural areas: 


Ann Fisher discussed the need for a movie on I|Ilinois natural areas and @ 
the way in which such a movie should be structured. She expressed her intention 
to assist with planning ana promotion of such a movie. This’ would be for the’ 
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purpose of developing a public awareness of the nature preserves program and of the 
need for more funds for protection of areas discovered by the Natural Areas Inventory. 


The Commission expressed its wholehearted support of the proposed project. 


There was discussion of other means by which the Commission could increase 
public*awareness of the nature preserves system. I+ was decided that slide shows 
should be available to Commission members and for loan on request. 


61-11) Proposal for natural area newsletter: 


Mr. Paulson reported that the Natural Land Institute is considering 
publishing a newsletter on natural area preservation. This would be essentially-a 
continuation of Illinois Wildland, the newsletter the Institute published between 
1962 and 1966. It would be directed primarily as a means of communication between 
the active participants in the natural area movement. 


It was moved by Dr. Schramm, seconded by Mr. Graves and 
carried, that the Commission expresses its support for 

publication by the Natural Land Institute of a natural 

area newsletter. 


61-12) Rare & endangered species: 


‘Mr’. Paulson and Mr. Reilly reviewed the work done to date on producing 
interim lists of rare and endangered species of vascular plants and vertebrate 
animals and presented an outline summarizing the status and needs of rare and: 


endangered species preservation in Illinois. There is need for additional funding 
to carry on the study of the status of species on the interim.|ists and to undertake 
other needed activities on rare and endangered species. IIlinois has not yet 


entered into a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under 
the Federal Endangered Species Act. A cooperative agreement would make it possible 
for the Department of Conservation to request Federal matching grants pertaining: 
to rare and endangered species of animals. . 


Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Dr. Ebinger, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission recognizes the need for coordinated 
work on inventory, identification, and protection 

of the rare and endangered species of the State and 
urges the Department of Conservation to enter into a 
cooperative agreement on endangered species with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and to seek adequate 
funding for an endangered species program. 


(Resolution 420) 


61-13) Policy on cross-country skiing in nature preserves: 


Mr. Tamminga had requested that the Commission consider the matter of 
cross-country skiing in nature preserves. Mr. Paulson said the Commission had been 
asked for an opinion on skiing in Ryerson Nature Preserve, and the staff had 
suggested that it be allowed on a casual basis but not encouraged and that no special 
facilities be provided for the purpose. 
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| Us 8 aie 
There was discussion of the extent to which cross-country skiing is a _ 


sport and the extent to which it is needed as a means of access to nature preserves. 
lt was felt that in I|llinois cross-country skiing is dominantly a sport and there- 
fore not in keeping with the purpose of nature preserves, that nature preserves are 
accessible on foot at almost all times, and that skiers in nature preserves would 

be difficult to.restrict:to.tralls. 


Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Dr. Schramm, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission considers that cross-country skiing 
is a recreational activity and that as such it is 
prohibited in nature preserves. 


(Resolution 421) 
61-14) Legislation: 
Mr. Fell reported on needed legislation and progress in drafting bills. 


The present wildflower protection law is inadequate and should be replaced 
with more comprehensive provisions for protection of rare and endangered plant 
species. 


There is -need for legislation to foster greater conservation activity at 
the level of county government. lowa and various other states have bery successful 
local conservation programs, but in Illinois activity in this area has stagnated | 
except in the 15.counties that have forest preserve or conservation districts. is 


Mr. Fell said his principal effort has gone into studying the legislative 
basis of the nature preserves program in a broad sense. He is reviewing related 
legislation with the objective of drafting a comprehensive revision of the statutes 
concerning the nature preserves program. A major objective is to devise a stronger 


basis for a register of natural areas. The bill being drafted is based in part on 
the Illinois Historic Preservation Act that was just recently enacted. It is 
derived, also, from the Reserve Areas Bill that was drafted 4 years ago but was not 


introduced in the legislature. That bill, in turn, was based on provisions of the 
ll linois Highway Code pertaining to establishment of locations of future highway 
rights-of-way. Other objectives are revisions of existing legislation relating to 
the nature preserves system, cemetery nature preserves, and the Commission. These 
revisions are based in part on the nature preserves bil! he had drafted 4 years ago 
and on the new Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission law. 


61-15) Rocky Branch, Clark County: 


Mr. Thom reported on the status of negotiations with Eastern Illinois 

University Foundation for the dedication of Rocky Branch. The Nature Conservancy 
has acquired an additional 9-acre tract which it will probably convey to the 
Foundation. Dedication will be delayed until the conveyance is made. The Foundation 
proposes the following provisos be included in the dedication in place of the proviso 
included in Resolution 401: "A building and shelter for scientific research purposes 
may be constructed on an area of Tract III not to exceed one acre, located at the 
entrance to the public road . . ." and "nothing in this. dedication agreement shal | 
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be construed as requiring the Eastern Illinois University Foundation or Eastern 


I!linois University or their assigns to incur any expenses regarding said property 
without their consent". 


Upon motion by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Fralish, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission approves dedication as a.nature preserve 
of real property of approximately 130 acres owned by > 
Eastern || linois University Foundation and The Nature 
Conservancy, located in Clark County, I|linois and 
described in detail under Item 15 of the 

duplicated agenda of the 61st meeting. 


The dedication shal | include the pop et ng provisos: 


vA unin and shelter Pht scientific research 
purposes may be constructed on an area of Tract 
“ITL not ‘to-exceed one acre, located at pa ae 
enirance sO the’ public road .°% 4 and . 
"nothing in this dedication 4greeinent shall be 
construed as requiring the Eastern IIlinois 
University Foundation or Eastern Illinois 
University or their assigns to incur any 
expenses regarding said ore 1 without 

their consent". 


The Chairman of the Commission is authorized and directed 
to sign said dedication. 


(Resolution 42?) 


The meeting recessed at 12:50 p.m. for lunch. The meeting reconvened 
atézi00 pom. 


61-16) Illinois Beach State Park,’ bake Seu 


Mr. Bowles presented an laverriory map Eten fying the quality of natural 
vegetation of the north section of IIlinois Beach. 


Mr. Tamminga reported on the status of investigations concerning Tne. 
proposed marina. The Department of Conservation will issue a request for proposals 
for a study of feasibility of a safe water harbor in about 3 weeks. The study wil! 
probably be completed in the latter part of 1977. If the first study shows if is 
possible to build a safe water harbor, the Department will then make a study of the 
feasibility of a marina and its potential effect on the inland ecology. 


61-17) Olin tract, Madison County: 


Mr. Thom reported on negotiations for dedication of the Olin tract. In 
1969, John M. Olin of Alton donated 293 acres of Jand northwest of Alton to the 
Department of Conservation. In 1976 the area was conveyed to the Board of Trustees 
of Southern I|linois University. for the use of the Southern I|linois University- 
Edwardsville campus. The conveyance contained a provision that the area must be 
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Item 18) ; 
maintained in its natural state or if shall revert to the Department of Conservation. 
The area includes steep limestone bluffs overlooking the Mississippi River, sink 6 
holes, ravines, bedrock outcrops, small streams, a waterfall, upland forest, and 
loess hill prairie representative of the Glaciated Section of the Middle Mississippi 
Border Natural Division. The sheltered ravine forests provide potential winter 
roost sites for bald eagles, and eagles are known to use the area. The most out- 
_ standing natural features are the river bluffs, the waterfall, and the hill prafrie. 


Mr. Schwegman studied the area in 1971 and the Commission approved in 
principle the dedication of suitable portions as a nature preserve (Resolution 183). 


A University committee is considering the dedication of suitable portions 
of the area. Mr. Thom recommended that 223 acres be dedicated as a nature preserve 
and an additional 20 acres be dedicated as buffer. 


Upon motion by Dr. Schramm, seconded by Mr. DeWalt and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission gives preliminary approval to the 
dedication of 223 acres of real property in Madison 
County, Illinois described as follows: © 


Part, of The West, Halt of, Sect ton 4.and.Part 
of the East Half of Section 3, Township 5 
North, Range 10 West of the 3rd Principal 
Meridian, Madison County, Illinois. 


(Resolution 423) 


61-18) Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve, Pulaski County: 


There was further discussion of the request of Dr. Ronald Brandon for 
permission to collect 200 dusky salamanders from Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve 
for scientific research. 


A letter from Dr. Ronald Brandon giving additional information on his 
research project and letters from Dr. Philip W. Smith and Dr. S. Charles Kendeigh 
commenting further on the proposed collecting had been received and distributed 
to Commission members since the 60th meeting. : 


The value of Dr. Brandon's project and the means by which he could carry 
it out with minimal effect on the salamander population were discussed. 


It was moved by Dr. Schramm, seconded by Dr. Harris, and carried, 
that the motion made at the last meeting concerning the permit 
‘request of Dr. Ronald Brandon be taken off the table for 
reconsideration. 


Itt was moved by Dr. Schramm and seconded by Dr. Harris that the 
Commission resolve its approval of the collection by Dr. vat 
Ronald Brandon of dusky salamanders from Chestnut Hills 
Nature Preserve over a 2-year period, provided that no & 
more than 100 specimens shall be collected the first 
year and there shall be another sittudy of relative. 
abundance before the collection of the additional 100 
specimens. in the second year. 
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I+ was moved by Dr. Fralish, seconded by Dr. Ebinger, and 
carried, that the motion be amended to provide that the 
second year's collecting be subject to approval of the 
Commission after it has determined from the study of 
relative abundance that the population has not been 
adversely affected by the first year's collecting. 


Thereupon, the resolution as amended was adopted with one opposing 
vote. The resolution as adopted reads as follows: 


The Commission approves the collection by Dr. Ronald 
Brandon of dusky salamanders from Chestnut Hills Nature 
‘Preserve over a 2-year period, provided that no more 
than 100 specimens shall be collected the first year 
and the collection of an additional 100 specimens the 
second year shal! be subject to further approval of the 
Commission after it has determined from a new study 

of relative abundance that the population has not been 
adversely affected by the first year's collecting. 


(Resolution 424) 


61-19) Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, Vermilion County: | 


The Commission had, in Resolution 398, opposed construction of the 
proposed Middle Fork reservoir and favored creation of a stream corridor park 
that would protect the natural aquatic ecosystem, natural areas, archaeological 
sites, and habitats of rare species. Twelve natural areas had been identified 
in the ane area. iS 


Mr. Paulson ‘reported on the current. status of the Middle Fork River area. 
The General Assembly has defeated the appropriation for beginning construction 
of the reservoir. Governor-elect Thompson has expressed the opinion that the 
State cannot afford to construct the reservoir at this time and has suggested 
the possibility of public sale of part of the land in the project area that is 
held by the State Division of Water Resources while retaining some of the land 
for conservation and recreation purposes. Much of the land in the project area 
has been acquired by the Division of Water Resources and by the Vermilion County 
Conservation District. It appears desirable at this time for the Commission. to 
-encourage solace ielt of suitable natural areas in State ownership. 


Upon motion by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Schramm, and carried, 
the following resolution. was adopted: 


The Commission gives preliminary approval to dedication 
as nature preserves of the following described real 


property, located in Vermilion County, Illinois: 
Windfall Prairie: Southeast. Quarter of. the North- 


west Quarter of Section 8, Township 20 North, 
Range 12 West of the 2nd Principal Meridian; 

and all that part of the Northeast Quarter of 
the Southwest Quarter of said Section 8 lying 
easterly of the centerline of the Middle Fork 
of the Vermilion River, all in Vermilion County, 
ll}linois. 
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Horseshoe Bottom: Part of the South Half of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter; part 
of the north half of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; part of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 31, Township 21 North, Range 12 West 
of the 2nd Principal Meridian and the Southeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter and the Northeast Quarter of the South- 
east Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 
36, Township 21 North, Range 13 West, lying 
easterly of the centerline of the Middle Fork. 

of the Vermilion River, all in Vermilion County, 
Illinois. 


(Resolution 425) 


Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Mr. DeWalt, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission recommends to the Governor that the 
Middle Fork River and asscciated natural and 
archaeological areas, together with necessary buffer 
areas, be retained in public ownership and 
permanently preserved. 


yg 


(Resolution 426) 


61-20) poe De Bri es Will County: 


Mr. Paulson reported that progress was being made on securing dedication 
of Lockport Prairie by the Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago. 


61-21) 12-Mile Prairie, Effingham, Fayette & Marion counties: 


P Mr. Thom reported that purchase of a scenic easement on the prairie. 
land between the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad and I!linois Route 37 between 
Watson and Kinmundy has been proposed by the I|Ilinois Department of Transportation. 
The railroad agreed to preserve this stretch of native prairie vegetation at the 
request of the Commission in 1964, but the area has been threatened by farming 
trespass, careless rai ljoad work, crews, and, genera li negiecr: Negotiations with 

the railroad over the years have not succeeded in protecting the prairie. 


Upon motion by Dr. Harris, seconded by Mr. DeWalt, and carried, 
the following resoiution was adopted: 


The Commission recommends that the II linois Depart- 
ment of Transportation acquire a scenic easement 

from the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad for the 

prairie area known as 12-Mile Prairie between 

Watson and Kinmundy bordering || |linois Route 37 

in Effingham, Fayette & Marion counties. 


(Resolution 427) 
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- 61-22) Beall Woods Nature Preserve, Wabash County, Cross-Wabash Canal: 


Mr. Paulson noted that the Corps of Engineers will release the Draft 
Feasibility Report for Navigation Improvements on the Wabash River on or about 
December 17. The Corps has indicated it will not recommend Federal participa- 


tion in the project since it appears that the cost of the project would exceed 
the benefits to be gained. 


61-23) Adjournment: 


At the hour of 3:15 p.m ©» 3% meeting was adjourned. 


Peter Schramm 
Secretary 
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. 819 NORTH MAIN STREET 


Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61103 
815/964-6666 


NOTICE OF SIXTY-FIRST MEETING 


The 61st meeting of the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
will be held on Friday, December 10, 1976 at 10:00 a.m. in the Board 
Room of the Illinois State Museum, Springfield, Illinois. Luncheon 
will be provided in the Board Room. 

The State Museum is just southwest of the State House, on 
Spring and Edwards Streets. Parking may be available for persons who 
will be driving. 

Please provide the requested information on the accompanying 


form so that we can complete the arrangements. 


Executdve Secretary 


November 24, 1976 


+, A 5 ae a og ‘i . 
Bae gin | Poe ior xed 
} boy ) ~ Naat 


ae 


‘re feat erecrion) ue | 


ee ee iam, Yi eee A ’ sf 
in as a ee si 
y , ' 
ri ad ~~ He 
7 , wil 
i 4] fi 
: . 4 
jam cag varie Sa ROR TOM 
ol ly M se f Le oe “a= *  & = a. 1 
4 ) . 
py ag Re TE CREP hay hie ae Oe oo Cea: x me 
; Ko (Ob sidoeveall | ati as hing “a 
} ¢ / 4 y! ‘ 
] ‘niryAe , ene M edoad nihombhet ody ea 
a € 
a! (9) (UR gal? OF Dinreayg od 
‘an 
ee ee a eae doe feet ab agent efeae set 
oo . | whet \ ae? see ae. ets 
2! « = wtih TR wet 
ry : \ 
ar 7 
, \ ® é f irs svaalTt 
) be f 
oS ane) a ae ee 
eS | 


1) 
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ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 
AGENDA--SIXTY-FIRST MEETING 


Board Room 
ll! tinois State Museum 


Springfield, 


lt tinois 


10:00 a.m. December 10, 1976 


* Documentary material herewith 


# Documentary material previously distributed 


Call to order and roll call 
Possible attendants: 


Dr. Dale E. Birkenholz 
Warren DeWalt 

Dr. John Ebinger 

Dr. James Fralish 
Gordon Graves 

Dr. Alan Haney 

Dr. Stanley E. Harris 
Frederick Kal ivoda 

Dr. Peter Schramm 


Dr. George Spruge!l 
Milton Thompson 


George B. Fell 
Max Hutchison 
Gerald Paulson 
Richard Thom 
Peter Reilly 


Adoption of agenda 


Approval of 60th meeting minutes 


Financial report 


General report of INPC staff 


John Schwegman 
Marlin Bowles 
Robert Schanzle 
Andy West 
Charles Tamminga 
Fred Tetreault 


John White 

Kathryn Kerr 

Dr. Alfred Koelling 
Dr. Kenneth Robertson 
Ann Fisher 
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6) General report of Conservation Department staff 


7) Report of Natural Areas Inventory staff 


"| ane 


8) Next meeting arrangements 


» bee 


9) Budget and program FY 78 
10) Commission goals and plans 


11) Public information projects 


A. Proposal for movie on natural areas 


REPORT ACT ION 
Ann Fisher To be considered 


B. Proposal for natural area newsletter 


REPORT ACTION 
Paulson To be considered 


12) Rare and endangered species 


Proposal for cooperative agreement between Department of Conservation and 


Fish and Wildlife Service. 


REPORT ; ACTION 
Paulson and Reilly To be considered 


13) Policy on cross-country skiing in nature preserves 


ACT ION 
To be considered 
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14) Natural area legislation proposals 


PROGRESS REPORT 
Fell 


AREAS 


* 15) Clark County--Rocky Branch 
Prior action: Preliminary approval 59-14 (R401) 


REPORT ACT ION 
Thom Final approval of dedication 
* 16) Lake County--IIlinois Beach State Park, Zion marina proposal 


Prior action: Discusston 60-16 


Several public meetings have been held on the subject of the proposed marina 
in |llinois Beach State Park. The Department of Conservation is preparing 


a request for proposals for a feasibility study of a safe water harbor. 


REPORT ACT ION 
Paulson To be considered 


* 17) Madison County--Olin tract 
Prior action: Approved in principle 37-13 (R183) 


REPORT ACT ION 
Thom Preliminary approval of dedication 


* 18) Pulaski County--Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve 
# 


Reconsideration of Brandon salamander collecting permit request. Comments 


have been received from R. A. Brandon, S. C. Kendeigh, and P. W. Smith. 


ACT ION 
To be considered 
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Vermilion County--Middle Fork of the Vermilion River 
Prior action: Construction of reservoir opposed; dedication of 
suitable natural areas as nature preserves and creation of stream 
corridor park favored 58-22 (R398) 


REPORT ACTION 
Paulson To be considered 


Will County--Lockport Prairie 
Prior action: Preliminary approval 56-25 (R381) 


REPORT ACTION 
Paulson Final approval of dedication 


Other areas 


Fayette & Marion counties--12-Mile Prairie 
Prior action: Concern expressed over trespass and damage to prairie 


vegetation; IDOT efforts to preserve and protect prairie supported 
57-18 (R387) 


REPORT ACTION 
Thom Resolution supporting IDOT acquisition 
of easement from railroad recommended 


Other business 


Adjournment 
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ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 


MINUTES OF SIXTIETH MEETING 
October 1,2,1976 


INDEX 
Areas 
Bureau & Putnam Co's.--Miller-Anderson Woods Nature Preserve 
Effingham Co. -- Cemetery prairie area 
Ford Co. -- Prospect Cemetery Prairie 
Iroquois Co. -- Cemetery prairie area 
Jasper & Marion Co's. -- Prairie chicken refuges 
Johnson Co. -- Heron Pond-Wildcat Bluff Nature Preserve 
Johnson Co. -- Little Black Slough 
Johnson Co. -~ Round Bluff Nature Preserve 
Lake Co. -- Illinois Beach Nature Preserve, Zion marina 


Lake Co. -- Lake Forest Open Lands area (R410) 
Lake Co. -- Volo Bog Nature Preserve (R411) 
Lake Co. -- Wheeling (Chevy Chase) Prairie 
LaSalle Co. -- Big Bend Nature Preserve (R412) 


Lawrence Co. -- Chauncey Marsh 

Mason Co. -- Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Nature Preserve (R413) 
Massac Co. -- Sielbeck tract (R414) 

McHenry Co. -- Moraine Hills State Park (Lake Defiance) 
McHenry Co. -- Pike Marsh 

Montgomery Co. -- Cemetery prairie area 

Pope Co. -- Lusk Creek Nature Preserve (R415) 

Pulaski Co. -- Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve 

Stephenson Co. -- Freeport Prairie (R416) 

Tazewell Co. -- Manito Prairie (Tazewell Gravel Terrace Prairie) (R418) 
Wabash Co. -- Beall Woods Nature Preserve addition 

Warren Co. -- Massasauga Prairie (R419) 

Will Co. -- Lockport Prairie 

Winnebago Co. -- Colored Sands Bluff (R417) 

Winnebago Co. -- Harlem Hills Nature Preserve 


Commission affairs 

Adoption of agenda 

Approval of 59th meeting minutes 

Budget & program FY77 

Budget & program FY78 

Directory of members, advisors, consultants & staff 
Financial report 

Goose Lake Prairie management advisory committee 
Next meeting arrangements 

Recognition of former Commission members 


Miscellaneous 

Directory of Illinois nature preserves 
Illinois Prairie Day 

Midwest Natural Areas Workshop 
Mosquito control policy 

Natural Areas Inventory 

Railroad prairies 

Special use permits 

Staff activities 

YCC program 
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ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 


MINUTES OF SIXTIETH MEETING 
(Subject to approval of the Commission at 61st meeting) 


Holiday Inn 
1-80 and Illinois 47 
3 Morris, Iliinois 
7:03.p.m.:October 1, 1976 
9:10 a.m. October 2, 1976 


60-1) Call to order: 
The meeting convened at 7:03 p.m. pursuant to the call of Chairman Birkenhol!z. 


Members present: Dr. Dale £. Birkenholz, Warren Dellalt, Dr..John Ebinger, 
Gordon Graves, Dr. Aian Haney, Dr. pray ey E. Harris, Frederick Kalivoda and Dr. Peter 
Schramm. . 


Member absent: Dr. James S.° Fralish. 


Others present: Dr. Margery C. Carlson, Consultant; George B. Fell, 
Executive Secretary, Max Hutchison, Gerald Paulson, and Richard Thom, Field Representa- 
tives, Gladys Campbell, Secretary, and Peter C. Reilly III, Staff Assistant, Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission; John Schwegman, Marlin Bowles, Robert Schanzle and Andy 
West, Natural Areas Section, Department of Conservation; Charles Tamminga, Associate 
Director, Lands & Historic Sites, Department of Conservation; Fred Tetreault, Information/ 
Education Section, Department of Conservation; John White, Kathryn Kerr, Don Kurz and 
Fran Harty, Natural Areas Inventory; Dr. Glen Sanderson, Illinois Natural History 
Survey; Kate Staley, Karl Bartel and Steve Apfelbaum. Dr. Sanderson and Mr. Harty 
attended the Friday evening session only: Mr. Tamminga attended the Saturday morning 
session only. ws 


60-2) Adoption of agenda: 


It was moved by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Haney, and carried, 
that the draft agenda be Bapbecs subject to change of sequence 
by the Chairman. 


60-3) Minutes of 59th meeting: 


It was moved by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Mr. Graves, and carried,. 
that the minutes of the 59th meeting, held in Oglesby, Illinois 
on July 29 and 30, 1976 be approved with the addition to Item 7 
of the following: "Land acquisition: The Anna Waiters tract 

(20 acres), Chauncey Marsh, Lawrence County has been acquired". 


60-4) Financial Geant; 


Mr. “Fell presented the following statement of Reon expenses for rhe 
period from July 1, 1976 - August 31, 1976: 


249 


Expenses incurred on behalf of the I]linois Nature 
Preserves Commission by members and Natural Land Institute 


Travel, Commission members : i $ 391.04 
Contractual services | 

Personal services $7,339.62 

Employee benefits 1,100.95 

Insurance 24.00 

Travel, personnel . 545.28 

Rent, utilities & maintenance 496.00 

Rental office equipment 170.00 

Telephone 249.53 

Postage 20.52 

Office supplies 62.54 

Field supplies 116.69 

Books, maps, photos 49.28 

Duplicating & paper | Dy ate 60.07 

Meeting expense a : 175.30 $10,359.78 

$10,750.82 


Cash disbursements. from General Revenue Fund ey D he Dee 


Administration, including protection of areas 
Travel, Commission members $ 391.04 
Contract Project 1 7 hs 302 OL, 


‘Preservation, including acquisition and 
dedication 
Contract Project 3 1,506.03 


° 


Rare & endangered species study 
Contract Project 4. . 7 VO OA ois SS) 


Management 


Contract Project 5 29329344 $10,695.67 


2-month apportionment from appropriation $11,850.00 
Amount disbursed 10,695.67 


Surplus for period } | Ad 4$ 8614.33 
Mr. Fell explained that the $55.15 difference between the “expenses 
incurred" and "cash Disbursements" categories is due to the contract provision 
for payment of the Natural Land Institute by the hour of services rendered rather 
than for actual expenses incurred. 
60-5) General report of INPC staff: 
Mr. Fell reported on the following matters: 


Staff activities: A summary of staff activities for July - September 24, 
1976 was distributed. 
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6 
Special use permits: Three special use permits have been granted since 
the last meeting. 


Directory of members, advisors, consultants & staff: The Directory should 
be changed to show that John McGuire is the Director of the Department of Conservaion, 
having replaced Anthony T. Dean who has resigned. Milton Thompson's telephone 
number should be corrected to read 217/782-7386. Ze 


Status of Commission-approved dedications: Dedication of an addition to 
Beall Woods Nature Preserve, Wabash County, and Prospect Cemetery. Sue. ia free 


County, are pending approval of the Director and the Governor. 


Midwest Natural: free Workshop: ‘The annual Midwest Natural Area ai RTL 
will be held on October 15 - October 17 at the Department of Conservation's Training 
Center at, Matthiessen hae eine Mr. Bowles is handling the ai fen ane 


| " Recognition of . finer Commission members: Certificates of appreciation 
of their services to the Commission have been prepared for the former Commission 
members... Roger ee Dr. John E. Warnock, Mrs. Evelyn Peters and Richard Reinauer. 


Policy. on mosquito control in nature preserves: A letter erin Dr. Joyce C. 
Lashof, Director, Illinois Department of Public Health commenting on the Commission's 
policy statement and the problems of control of mosquito-borne diseases was presented. 


Miller-Anderson Woods Nature Preserve, Bureau & Putnam counties: A letter 
from Mr. Fell to Bernard F. Guentner, Consultant to the Department of Transportation, 
commenting on alternate alignments of proposed FA Rt. 405 in the Neda ies Ge of the 
preserve was presented. 


Mr. Paulson reported on the following matters: arid 


Wheeling (Chevy chase) Prairie, Lake County: This 50-acre high quality 
wet-mesic prairie on the Lake-Cook County line north of Wheeling, discovered last 
winter by. the staff or the Natural Areas Inventory, has been destroyed despite 
efforts of the Lake County Forest Preserve District, The Nature Conservancy, the 
Department of Conservation, and the staff of the Nature Preserves Commission to 
protect and acquire the area. The need for a legal procedure to hold up destruction 
of natural areas pending acquisition was discussed. 


| Lockport Prairie, Will County: A letter from Mr. Paulson to Bruce Rogers, 
Division of Long Range Planning, Department of Conservation, concerning future ° 
custody of the proposed nature preserve was distributed. The area is owned by the 
Metropolitan Sanitary District of. Greater Chicago, which wishes. to gsr HET 
responsibility to another body « | | 


60-6) General. report af Cériserveeti casartedane start: 
etre Mr. Schwegman reported on the following matters: 


Land acquisition: Condemnation of 2 parcels at Chauncey Marsh, Lawrence 
County, totalling 74 acres was completed since the last meeting. 


aie INPC 60 
7) 
Directory of Illinois Nature Preserves : A new Directory of Illinois 
Nature Preserves has been published. | 


YCC Program: The Conservation Corps program of the Department resulted 
in construction of new boardwalks at Volo Bog, Pike Marsh, and Round Bluff, a trail 
~ at Heron Pond, and other needed improvements in nature preserves. 


Prairie Day: The Prairie Day observance on September 25th was a success, 
with largest attendance at Goose Lake Prairie and Morton Arboretum. There were 
organized activities at Morton Arboretum, Lisle; Big Bluestem Project, Canton; 
Goose Lake Prairie State Park, Morris; Kibbe Life Science Field Station, Warsaw; 
Heron Pond-Wildcat Bluff Nature Preserve, Vienna; Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory, Batavia; Knox College Field Station, Victoria; Illinois Beach State 
Park, Zion; Fults Hill Prairie Nature Preserve, Fults; Taft Field Campus , Northern 
Illinois University ,:: Oregon; | and Sear!s Park Prairie, ‘Rockford. 


Moraine Hills State Park (Lake Defiance), McHenry County: There will be 
a formal opening and dedication ceremony at ihe pak on October fi. 


60-7) Report of Natural Areas Inventory staff: 


Mr. White reported that the summer field work was completed. Information 
was collected on 320 areas this summer. Out of the 320 areas, 92 already are under 
' some sort of protection. Many of the other areas are threatened. Since July, 1975, 
13 of the natural areas discovered have been destroyed. About 12 more are threatened 
with destruction within the next year. Approximately 10 percent of the areas 
. identified on aerial photos had been destroyed since the photos were taken. North- 
eastern Illinois: and southwestern Illinois have the highest rate of destruction. © 
Railroad prairies are really threatened. The inventory has identified about 100 © 
significant railroad prairies. Last fall the inventory team flew 7,000 miles of 
track and observed 5 stretches of possible prairie being destroyed by bulldozing. 
Since then 5 additional areas have been destroyed by plowing or bulldozing. The 
cemetery prairie inventory has been done using volunteers. Seventy-seven people 
worked on inventorying about 3,000 cemetery prairies. The best ones will be re- 
checked by the inventory staff. Information has also been obtained from Dr. Robert 
Betz, who, over the years, has checked 900 cemeteries in the northern 40 counties — 
and has found 44 significant cemetery prairie remnants. The Natural Area Inventory 
will probably add about 25 more. Three cemeteries are already Known to be of nature 
preserve quality. Their locations are north of Litchfield in Montgomery County 
(2 acres), near Effingham in Effingham County (1 acre), and near Loda in Iroquois 
County (3% - 4 acres). vy aAy hs 


Mr. Schwegman discussed means of securing preservation of some of the 
natural areas being found pending completion of the inventory and development of a 
program of State acquisition of the most important areas. Information on the areas 
will be made available to forest preserve and conservation districts and to urban 
planning agencies. Systematic contacting of owners of natural areas is desirable 
to secure at least temporary preservation. An effort will be made to secure 
cooperation of the railroad companies in preserving railroad prairies. It may be 
possible to have the Illinois Department of Transportation secure scenic easements 
on railroad prairies bordering highways. Counties should be encouraged to establish 
conservation or forest preserve districts. It would be desirable to have new — 
legislation, including additional provisions concerning a registry of natural areas. 


INPC 60 
Os Agee. 


60-8) Next meeting arrangements: 


It was agreed to hold the next meeting on Friday, December 10, 1976 
at the Illinois State Museum in Springfield. 


60-9) Budget & Program, FY77: 


Mr. Fell presented a revised project budget for FY77 based on experience 
during the first 3 months of the year and a reordering of priorities for the 
remainder of the year. The projects covering general administration, protection 
of areas, and preservation of areas are increased, and the projects covering 
preparation of the biennial report, rare and: endangered - aaa and MEA 
and management of PRES eres are decreased. 


60. 10) Prairie Chicken Refuges, Jasper: & Mavion counerees 


Mr. Fell reviewed the background on the dedication of the prairie chicken 


“refuges as nature preserves. The Natural History Survey manages As areas for the 


Department of Conservation and The Nature Canservane cy. 


Dr. Sanderson ayant that the prairie chickens have experienced two 


-poor nesting yéars and.show an 11 percent decline in population: this year. Reduction 


of the small mammal population by wet weather, along with poor cover, has resulted 
in increased predation on the prairie chickens. Pheasants have also been 
increasingly competing with the prairie chickens in Jasper County sanctuaries. 

They lay eggs. in prairie chicken nests which hatch before those. of the prairie 
chickens. As a result, the prairie chicken hens leave the nests with the pheasant 


chicks and their own eggs fail to hatch. These problems are under continuing 


study by the Natural History Survey; and corrective action is being taken when 
considered appropriate, as provided for in the approved master plan for the 
preserves. Trapping of predators has been tried, but predator control has not been 


demonstrated tio be effective. Cleanup work has a done on. abe and debris to 


reduce the habitat for predators. 


es Forest Open Lands Area, Lake “Ae : 


Mr. Paulson reported on the natural area within ‘fies nolafias of the 
Lake Forest Open Lands Association and The Nature Conservancy on the Skokie River 
in Lake Forest. This is an area of wet-mesic prairie, stream- side forest, and 
marsh located in the Skckie River valley. It is part of a larger tract of land 
being acquired by the Illinois Chapter of The Nature Conservancy in cooperation 
with the Lake Forest Open Lands Association. Some of the best prairie has been 
donated to The Nature Conservancy, and additional prairie areas are potential | 
donations. Approximately 50 acres of prairie and woodland lying north-of Laurel 
Avenue is suitable for dedication as an Illinois nature preserve. Most of the land 
proposed for dedication is owned by The Nature Conservancy. The remainder 7s in 
private ownership but is being kept as prairie by the owners. 


Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Dr. Ebinger and cubis 
idk following resolution was adopted: 
The Commission approves in principle the dedication of 
Suitable portions of the Lake Forest: Open Lands area. 
as a nature preserve. 


(Resolution 410) 


INPC 60 
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"G0-12) Volo Bog Nature Preserve, Lake County, freeway location: 


Mr. Fell reviewed the situation concerning the proposed FA Rt. 420 freeway 
in the vicinity of Volo, Brandenberg and Pistakee Bogs. 


On January 17, 1975, the Commission, in Resolution 366, aeeseeg its 
serious concern about the possible effects of the proposed alignment between the 
bogs, and urged the Department of Transportation to restudy and reconsider the 
alternate alignment to the south of Voio Bog, This resolution was transmitted to 
the Department of Transportation. The DOT responded that in their view it would be 
an unnecessary eu a of funds to conduct the studies: which the Commission 
suggested. 


. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was issued March 2, 1976. There 
was a field meeting of representatives of the Illinois Department of anspor eerie 
Department of Conservation, Fish & Wildlife Service, Nature Preserves Commission and 
others on April 28, 1976, at which the Commission staff expressed the Commission’ S 
concern regarding the alignment between the bogs. . 


The Commission staff submitted a jetter commenting on the DEIS to the 
Department of Transportation on June 18,.1976, copies of which had been distributed 
to the COMM S5H PT Ws ea 


tee sir idle do pha a letter from the Besarihent of Conservatian to the 
Department of Transportation dated September 30, 1976, stating that the Department 
of Conservation. approves of a modified alignment between the bogs. 


There foakouce discussion of the history of necoti saone concerning the 
_ highway alignment and of the possibie impacts of the two alignments on the bogs. 


Upon motion by Mr. Kalivoda, seconded by Dr. Schramm, and carried; 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission records its opposition to the proposed © 
location of FA Route 420 through the Volo bedi area. 


(Resolution 411) 


: The staff was instruéted to notify the IDOT and all appropriate public 
agencies, panservakian ph Sng ay tlhe: and the press of the Commission’ S action... 


60-13) Big Bend Nature Preserve, ‘LaSalle County: 

Mr. Paulson reported that the Board of The Nature Conservancy has voted 
to change the name of the Big Bend Nature Preserve to the Margery C. Carlson Nature 
Preserve, in recognition of her efforts to preserve this area.’ 


Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Mr. DeWalt, cand ‘carried, 
the fei Tenis resolution was adopted:, BY 


ta 
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In recognition of the services Dr. Margery C. Carlson 
has given to protection of natural areas in I1linois and: 
her efforts to preserve the area known as Big Bend in 
LaSalle County, the Commission approves the change of 
name of the Big Bend Nature Preserve to the Caer C. 
Carlson Nature MT SBOINS 


(Resolution 412) 


60-14) Sand Prairie- Scrub Oak tants secerstwiee Mason County, black beauSt control: 


‘In ‘response Po a receet from the pet Areas Section of the Bepantient 
of Conservation, the Commission had approved, by mail vote, the use of ‘Krenite as a. 
herbicide on black locust on a specified portion of Sand Prairie-Scrub aa Nature 
Preserve. ‘ 


| birt é pon ‘not ion by.Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Harris, and pared cue 
ay he following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission tie its approval of use of Krenite as 
a herbicide for control of black locust on three acres of 
Sand, Prairie- idl: Oak Nature Preserve. 


(Resolution 413) 


Mr. Schanzle reported on the progress that had been made in eradicating 
black locust from the preserve’ and presented slides showing results of the treatment... 
Under contract with the Department of Conservation, the Natural Land Institute had 
made basal application of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T to 18 to 20 acres of black locust and 
had injected Tordon 101R into larger trees in a limited area. The Department of a 
Conservation had also bulldozed the locusts on about 30 acres and had sprayed: Krenite 
on 2 acres. | 


‘The meeting recessed at 10:30 p.m. and reconvened at 9:10 a.m. Saturday 
morning, October ds He A oe 


60-15) Budget & Program, FY78: 


Mr. Tamminga discussed the proposed FY78 budget for the Division of Lands 
& Historic Sites, which includes the Commission's budget. If the Division is reduced 
to 90 percent of the current year (the low end of the anticipated range), he antici- 
pates the Commission will also receive 90 percent. If the Division receives 98 to 
99 percent, the Commission will receive 100 percent. If additional funding is 
available to the Division, the Commission's budget may be increased to either 104 he 
percent or 109 to 110 percent of the current year. He has estimated that the Division — 
will need 107 percent to keep up with the current level of activity. If the Division 
receives 111.7 percent, it will be able to undertake minimal expansion, IBC LUCAS 
opening 4 sites that were completed in FY/6. 


60-16) Illinois Beach, Lake County, Zion marina pinpose le 


Mr.’ “Tamminga ue the Department of Conservation is planning to make a 
study of the Aeaatbhl ity fs byl da ng a marina wien the new north section of Illinois 


rae Ee Ke 
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Beach State Park. The study wiil be eontraeeed out, and the Department has developed 
the scope of work. The contractor will be required to secure participation of 
Charles Collinsonof the Iliinois State Geological Survey in the study. The proposed 
marina would use Robinson Pond (an old sand pit), with a channel to the lake and a 
safe water harbor. The study objectives will be to determine whether or not the 
marina is physically feasible, wnat its environmental effects would be, and ‘what its 
cost would be. The physical feasibiiity of the marina is not yet assured. Shoreline 
‘-erdsion is a serious problem in the 1]linois Beach area, and the construction of a 
breakwater for the marina might accelerate the erosion damage on the adjoining 
shoreline. Cost of the study %s estimated at $200,000 and duration will be in excess 
of a year. The Department is also stuaying the feasibility of developing a marina 
at Waukegan harbor as an alternative. 


-3- 


The City of Zion has recently publicized a proposal that 500 acres of the 
Illinois Beach area be leased to Zion to be developed as a‘ large scale marina and 
convention center. Mr. jamminuya said the Department of Conservation will not lease 
out the land to the City of Zion and will not approve construction of buildings on 
the site or construction of a imarina of the magnitude proposed by Zion. 


Mr. Paulson commented on Hosah Park and other natural areas in. the north 
unit of Illinois Beach State Park that the Natural Areas liventory has identified. 
He pointed out that the [ijinois Environmental Council and other citizens. groups 
were concerned that the marina/convention. center proposed by the rae of ane could 
saeiee established as a result of political pressure. 


a A diceeeaath of the impacts of the marina on waeapaT values of the area 
followed. 


60-17) Sielbeck Forest tract, Massac County: 


Mr. Hutchison naparted on the Louis Sielbeck tract. The area is 120 
acres of bottomland timber containing a cypress-tupelo swamp and a bordering lowland 
woods of high natural quality. The property has been owned by the same family for 
over 125 years ; and the present owner, who resides on the property, Hicks Sab Cons 
an interest in prowiaing for preservation of the viele: 


Upan motion’ ‘by Mr. Kalivoda, seconded by Dr. SeRnabtt and carried, 
the. following resclution was adopted: roi ee 


- The Commission recommends nyewervaitvion of the Sielbeck 
Forest in Massac County and approves in principle the — 
dedication oy the area as a nature preserve. 


(Resolution 414) 


60-18) Lusk Creek Nature Preserve, Pope County, access: 

Mr. West presented a proposal for public access facilities at Lusk Creek 
Canyon. It is proposed tnat the traditionai pedestrian access to the main gorge 
and Indian Kitchen formation of Lusk Creek be abandoned and a new trailhead facility 
be established on U.S. Forest Service land, which would require a special use permit 
from the Forest Service. The Forest Service has said it cannot approve the plan 
because the area is part of the eastern wilderness study area. The Department of 
Conservation is continuing to discuss the problem with the Forest Service. 


te 
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Upon motion by Dr. Haney, seconded by Dr. Ebinger, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission approves relocation of public access 

at Lusk Creek Nature Preserve, Pope County, to a 

trail coming in on upland from the west through Forest 
Service land and closure of the present. trail: which comes 
in from the south along Lusk Creek and passes through 
private land. 


epee rect 415) 
60- 19) Chestnut Hills” Nature ah ue Pulaski County, collecting permit: 


Mr. West Reported that, pursuant to the action of the Commission at its 
last meeting, he had done additional censusing of the salamanders by locating 
individuals under superficial cover in suitable habitat. In 12 hours of census 
work, including both the time spent in June and in September, he covered approxi- 
mately 7,880 feet of ravine habitat, including 5 ravines. He observed a total of 
651 salamanders, including 189 adults and 462 juveniles and subadults. He recommended 
approval of the permit with the constraint that MR be restricted to one 
ravine. 


-It was moved by Mr. Kalivoda and seconded by Dr. Haney, that 
Mr. West's census ‘report on relative abundance of the dusky 
salamander in Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve be accepted and 
that Dr. Ronald Brandon's request for a permit to collect 
200 of the salamanders from the.preserve be approved. 


There was discussion of the adequacy of the census, the ability of the 
population to sustain the proposed collecting, the appropriateness of using the 
nature preserve for the proposed research, the appropriateness of collecting a 
species tentatively classed by the Commission staff as "vulnerable" because of 
restricted range in Illinois, and the general policy the Commission snout have: on 
mass collecting from nature preserves for peste tel purposes. ; 


It was moved by Dr. Haney and seconded by Mr. Tass that the 
motion be tabled. 


"The motion. to ely fe was defeated. 


a a vote was ‘taken | on: ‘the original ation and lost On a. vote of four ‘to. 
four.;* | 


Thereapart eu ata haval by Dr. fiankte seconded by Mr. an dee and 
‘carried, that action on the matter be tabled until the next 
meeting and that additional information be obtained from Dr. 
Brandon and opinions on the basis of presently available 
information be sought from Drs. Philip W. Smith and S. 

Charles Kendeigh. 
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60-20) Freeport Prairie, Stephenson County: 


Mr. Paulson presented a proposal for dedication of Freeport Prairie as a 
nature preserve. . The area is a 5-acre high quality dry limestone prairie, located 
one-half mile south of Freeport, that is being donated to the Jane Addamsland 
Park Foundation for preservation. The area is a north-facing slope with :shal low 
soil over Galena dolomite. The vegetation includes little bluestem, prairie drop- 
seed, side-oats grama, with some Indian grass, big bluestem, and prairie brome, and a 
diversity of forbs including pasque flower, downy Indian painted CUP», and prairie 
smoke. re 

Upon motion by Mr. Graves, seconded by Dr. Haney, se) carried, the 

following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission gives preliminary approval to dedication 
aS a nature preserve of the following described real 

property of 5.48 acres, located in Stephenson County, 

Illinois: 


Part of the Northeast Quarter of the South- 
west Quarter and the Northwest Quarter of- 
the Southeast Quarter all. in Section 6, 
Township 26 North, Range 8 East of the 4th 
P.M., in Silver Creek Township, Stephenson 
County, Illinois. 


(Resolution ee 
60-21) Colored. Sands _ Bluff, Winnebago County: 7 


Articles of dedication for Colored Sands Bluff had heer Ldn by the 
Winnebago County Forest Preserve District and forwarded to the Commission for its 
approval. Preliminary approval of dedication as a nature preserve had been given 
by the. Commission at its 59th meeting (Resolution 409). Mr. Fell explained that 
the Forest Preserve District had made a minor change in the boundaries of the area 
as described in Resolution 409. This was for the purpose of excepting a right-of-._ 
way 33 feet in width from the easterly edge of the tract in order to assure access , 
to part of the District' S. Jand. a £ : ee 


Upon, motion by Dr. Ebinger, Sacer by Dr. Schramm, and carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission approves dedication as a nature preserve 

of real property of approximately 44 acres, owned by the 
_ Winnebago County Forest Preserve District located in 

Winnebago County, Illinois, and described as follows: 


Parcel 1: That part of the North Half of the Noche are 
Quarter of Section 32, Township 29 North, Range 11 

East of the 4th Principal Meridian lying West of a: 

line 53 rods West of the East line of said Section 

32, East of the Sugar River, and North of he, ROE 

roadway right-of-way of Yale Bridge Road; 
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Parcel 2: All that part of the South Half of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 29, Township 29 North, 
Range 11 East of the 4th Principal Meridian lying 
East of the Sugar River; excepting therefrom the 
Northeast diagonal half of the North 300 feet of 
the East 300 feet thereof and the South 550 feet 

of the East 375 feet thereof, being situated. in 
Winnebago County, Illinois; further excepting there- 
from the following described premises: 


Beginning at a point on the South line of said 
Section 29, 375 feet West of the Southeast corner 
of said Section 29, thence West along the South 
‘line of said Section 29, a distance of 499.5 

feet to a point; thence North:along:a line parallel 
with the East line of said Section 29, a distance 
of 49.5 feet to a point; thence East along a line 
parallel with the South line of said Section 29, 

a distance of 499.5 feet to a point, thence South 
along a line parallel with the East line of said 
Section 29, a distance of 49.5 feet to the place 
of. beginning: and further excepting bhenerram the 
following described Premises: 


Beginning at a point on the East ne of said Section 
29, 550 feet North of the Southeast corner of said 
Section 29, thence North along the East line of 
said Section 29, a distance of 470.8 feet to a 

-,, pQint;. thence Northwesterly along a line bearing 

‘North 45° 0'0" West, a distance of 70.00 feet 

to a point; thence South along a line parallel with 
the East line of said Section 29, a distance of 
520.3 feet to a point; thence East along a line 

_, parallel.with the North line of said Section 29, 

. a distance of 49.5 feet to the place of beginning. 


ne 


(Resolution 417) 


bo ee). pepe Prairie (Tazewell Gravel Terrace Prairie), ‘Tazewell County: 


rs iy report. on. ‘Manito Prairie by Dr. -Robert Betz had been distributed. 
‘The Be -acre prairie is.on a slope of a gravel terrace of the Illinois River 
approximately 6 miles northeast of Manito. It contains over. fifty species of 


-“* prairie plants, including the Federally ‘threatened Tennessee milk vetch, 
"(Astragalus tennesseensis) and prairie satin grass (Muhlenbergia cuspidata) a 


species that is rare in Illinois. Mr. Schwegman reported that The Nature 
Conservancy is considering undertaking acquisition of ;the prairie. 


Upon motion by Mr. Kalivoda, seconded by Dr. Ebinger, and Carried, 
the following resolution was adopted: 
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The Commission recommends preservation of the 15-acre 
tract known as Tazewell Gravel Terrace Prairie or 
Manito Prairie in Tazewell County and approves in 
principle the dedication of the area as a nature 
preserve. 


(Resolution 418) 
60-23) Massasauga Prairie, Warren County: 


At its 50th meet iG the Commission had considered Massasauga Prairie 
and had recommended its preservation (Resolution 324). Because of the quality 
and uniqueness of the area,-Mr. Fell proposed that the Commission recommend it 
for State acquisition. , 


Upon motion by Mr. anatiic: seconded by Dr. “Ebinger, and carried, 
ls following resolution was adopted: 


The Commission recommends acquisition by the Depart- 
ment of Conservation and dedication as a nature preserve 

of approximately 92.1 acres of real property known as 
Massasauga Prairie in Sections 13 and 24, Township 9 
North, Range 2 West of the pal P.M. pnb cubeua OuUuY = 
Illinois. ies Soot 


(Resolution 419) 
60-24) Little Black Slough, Johnson County, Interim Management Plan: 


Mr. Schwegman presented and briefly reviewed the Department's interim 
management plan for Little Black Slough. The plan proposes the dedication of 
lands in the Goose Pond, Boss Island, and Boulder Slope Woods areas as nature 
preserve. Other parts of the area would be managed to retain or restore their 
original natural character; while allowing backpack’ camping, canoeing, hunting, 
and fishing. Vehicular access Would be restricted to the periphery of the area. 


j 


60-25) Harlem Hills Nabare Brecervel Winnebago County: 
Sony WoL ATMEL SF eTL aS ave Tomer 


Mr. Fell reported that he had met with Loves Bari officials did the 
County Superintendent of Highways regarding a proposed extension of Windsor Road 
in the vicinity of Harlem Hills Nature Preserve. An undeveloped right-of-way 
33 feet in width passes through the southerly part of the nature preserve. The 
local officials are proposing to vacate the present right-of-way and to place 
the road across the southerly edge of the nature preserve. The County Superinten- 
dent:of Highways will make-'an engineering feasibility saHey of the deine Teel . 
alignment. : 
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60-26) Railroad prairies: 


There was discussion of a letter and report by Professor Douglas E. 
Wade of Northern Illinois University Taft Field Campus, Oregon, on the matter 
of preserving railroad prairies. The Commission expressed its concern for 
protection of railroad prairie remnants and its support for more volunteer efforts, 
as proposed by Douglas Wade. 


60-27) Goose Lake Prairie Management Committee: 


Dr. Schramm expressed the need for new members for the Goose Lake 
Prairie Management Committee. He suggested Dr. Alfred Koelling of the Illinois 
State Museum and Dr. Roger Anderson from Illinois State University. 


It was moved by Dr. Ebinger, seconded by Dr. Haney, and carried, 
that Dr. Alfred Koelling and Dr. Roger Anderson be appointed 
to the Goose Lake Prairie Management Advisory Committee. 

60-28) Adjournment: 


At the hour of 11:30 a.m. the meeting was adjourned. 


Peter Schramm 
Secretary 
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ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


September 1, 1976 - November 30, 1976 


INPC 61 
Item 4 


Expenses incurred on behalf of INPC by members & NLT 


Travel, Commission members 


Contractual services 
Personal services 
Employee benefits 
Unemployment compensation liability 
Insurance 
Travel, personnel 
Rent, utilities & maintenance 
Rental, office equipment 
Telephone 
Postage 
Office supplies 
Field supplies 
Books, maps, photos 
Duplicating & paper 
Meeting expense 


Cash disbursements 
From General Revenue Fund appropriation 


Administration, including protection of areas 
Travel, Commission members 
Contract Project 1 


Preservation, including acquisition and 
dedication 
Contract Project 3 


Rare & endangered species 
Contract Project 4 


Management 
Contracturrojectos 


3-month apportionment from appropriation 
Amount disbursed 


Surplus for period 


iO Ee he Rei ee 


Ty 499509 
PH EAUY 
36.00 

1,168.35 

744.00 
255.00 


SLo..03 
10), 23:0595 


4,964.61 


Qa 3a 7 


1,025.63 


$313.63 


17,198.52 


Sp Eas ane 


$17,468.99 


SL/,/J 2.00 


17,468.99 


Si 306.01 
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MAJOR STAFF ACTIVITIES 


Natural Areas Section 
Illinois Department of Conservation 


October 1, 1976 to December 10, 1976 
Public Relations and Information 
Spoke to participants of First Central Hardwoods Forest Conference 


at S.I.U. on Natural Area programs in Illinois. 


Guided Kaskaskia Chapter of Illinois Audubon Society on a tour of 
the 12 Mile Prairie in Marion County. 


Gave program on endangered plants in Illinois to the Annual Conser- 
vation Conference of Garden Clubs of Illinois. 


Gave presentation on the Nature Preserves system to the Mt. Vernon 
District Garden Club. 


Provided interpretive service at the official opening of Moraine Hills 
State Park, McHenry County. 


Advised the public of the availability of the Nature Preserves Directory 
through the’ Departmental newsletter. 


. Meetings Attended 


Hosted and attended the Third Annual Midwest Natural Areas Workshop at 
the Conservation Training Center, Oglesby, IL (Bowles, Schwegman, Schanzle, 
West) 


Central Hardwoods Forest Conference at S.I.U. (Schwegman, Bowles, West) 


Nature Preserves Commission on Commission Staff Function in Normal, IL 
(Schwegman) 


Illinois Technical Forestry Association in Des Plaines (Bowles) 


Departmental Supervisory Staff Meeting at Horseshoe Lake (Schwegman, West) 


Management 


Presented training lectures to four groups of Department Site Superintendents 
on maintenance and management of Nature Preserves and Natural Areas (Schwegman, 
Schanzle) 


Management (con't.) 


Met with Site Superintendent of Horseshoe Lake Nature Preserve on 
management problems, posting and location of national natural landmark plaque. 


Approved of revision in Amax Coal's mining plan for Beall Woods and their 
request for core drilling on our property. 


Completed preparation of critical and notable features files for all 
Department-owned nature preserves. cs 


Began work with local foresters on fire protection plans for Southern 
Illinois Nature Preserves. 


Met with Ron Westemier of the Illinois Natural History Survey to discuss 
the department's role in management of the Prairie Chicken Sanctuary. 


Established additional photo stations at Posen Woods and Chauncey Marsh. 


Met with Corps of Engineers naturalist at Carlyle Lake to survey local 
Massassauga habitat. 


Began treatment of exotic species (honeysuckle) at Fern Rocks Nature Preserve. 


Continued discussions with Ronald Brandon pertaining to his request to 
collect Dusky Salamanders at Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve. 


Met with YCC representatives to discuss future programs in Souther 
Illinois Nature Preserves. 


Inventoried Sweet clover invasion at Reavis Nature Preserve. 


Met with researchers at Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Nature Preserve to plan 
future research in the preserve. 


Inventoried Mississippi kite habitat at Union County Refuge regarding 
possible habitat destruction. 


Met with landowner at Kidd Lake Marsh to discuss land use changes. 


Renovated the nature trail at Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak with the help of a 
local scout troop. 


Attended on-site meeting concerning development of a handicapped trail 
at Moraine View State Park. 


Assisted in layout of future nature trails at Hidden Springs State Forest. 


Planning and Inventory 


Worked on Master Management Plans for Rock Cut, Kankakee River, Chain 
O'Lakes, Horseshoe Lake (Madison), Giant City, and Fort de Chartres. 


Provided input to U. S. Fish and Wildlife Services on data sheets on 
endangered plant species for Illinois. 


Completed supplementary agreement to Natural Areas Inventory Project 
that allows Department to use a minicomputer for data storage and manipulation. 


Met with U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and determined policy on dedication 
of nature preserves on lands acquired with Pittman-Robertson fund assistance. 


Met with Illinois Natural Areas Inventory staff to review results of the 
feasibility study for the Inventory's information handling system. 


Provided natural areas input to the Ohio River Basin Commission for their 
Ohio Main Stem Level B Study. 


Provided Corps of Engineers with preliminary natural areas inventory data 
for Madison County. 


Commented on Ohio River Sand and Gravel Dredging Environmental impact statement. 


Began development of an access control plan for Thomson-Fulton Sand Prairie 
and Mickelson's Landing. 


Reviewed legisiation for Illinois Coastal zone Management. 


Inventoried natural areas north of Shiloh Avenue at Illinois Beach State 
Park addition and met with the regional land manager and site planning to 
discuss possible future developments. 


Conducted a field review of proposed dredging spoil sites along the 
Chain O'Lakes system. 


Reviewed Illinois Beach hydrological study and made management recommendations. 


Met with Southern Illinois Power Cooperative and negotiated committments to 
protect natural area values along their proposed line from Renshaw to Elizabethtown. 
(Schwegman and West) 


Acquisition, Dedication and Preservation 


Obtained options on tracts 9, 13, 21, and 28 (14.6 acres) at Thorn Creek 
Woods. 


Warrant has been requested for tract 5 (5 acres) at Volo Bog. This parcel 
joins the dedicated bog on the west. 


Acquisition, Dedication, and Preservation (con't.) 


A letter of committment to purchase the Massasauga Prairie was sent to 
the Nature Conservancy. 


Completed dedication of Beall Woods Addition and Prospect Cemetery. 
Coordinated Departmental review of Colored Sands Bluff dedication proposal. 


Met with land owner and hydrologist from the State Water Survey on 
probable gravel mining impact on Spring Bay Bog. Revised take line. 


Discussed Pecumsaugan Creek preservation with Commonwealth Edison. 


Visited Sielbeck Tract with representative of the Nature Preserves 
Commission regarding preservation of the area. 


ILLINOIS NATURAL AREAS INVENTORY 


NAME 


John Bacone 


Fahkri Bazzaz 


George Fell 
Fran Harty 

Max Hutchison 
Kathryn Kerr 
Don Kurz 

Randy Nyboer 
Gerald Paulson 


John Schwegman 


Rick Thom 


Doug Wallace 


John White 


mah/11-5-76 


205 Mumford Hall — Urbana, Illinois 61801, (217) 333-2200 


SURVEY PERSONNEL 


ADDRESS 


607 Harwood Court, Champaign, IL 61820 


Botany Dep MorrilishalioeUniversity otslliinois:, 
Urbana, IL 61801 


819 North Main Street, Rockford, IL 61103 
256 Tilton Drive, DeKalb 60115 

Belknap, IL 62908 

S04eS, iets ami ceey PL 61801 
S0leopeGlanteCity Roads carbonda lew) b 62901 
Star Route, Box 92, Brussels, IL 62013 


SVOaNe MainesSta; Rockford FL 61103 


Project Coordinator, Natural Areas Section, Illinois 
Department of Conservation, 605 State Office Building 


Springtieldy IL = 62/06 
SO TN. Main ote ROCKPOrd.a tL: GOLLOS 
06 No bdwards, iMacombeIL 61455 


205aMumirordstal ls Urbana, 3 LL 61801 


PHONE 


217-356-8259 


217-333-6177 


815-964-6666 


815-756-3279 


618-658-8654 


217-367-8770 


618-549-0891 


618-883-2631 


815-964-6666 


217-782-1823 


815-964-6666 


309-837-4050 


217-333-2200 


A research and public service project funded by the Illinois Department of Conservation and conducted by the Department 
of Landscape Architecture, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, in conjunction with the Natural Land Institute. 
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INPC 61 
Item 5 


ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 
SIXTY-FIRST MEETING 


STAPE REPORT 


A) Staff activities 


September 27 - November 30, 1976 


B) Meetings attended by staff 


10/7 Moraine Hills State Park (Lake Defiance) dedication ceremony (Fel1) 
10/15-17 Midwest Natural Areas Workshop, Matthiessen State Park (Fell, 
Paulson, Thom, Hutchison, Rellly) 
10/18 Midwest Forestry Conference, Southern IIlinois University, 
Carbondale (Hutchison) 
10/19 Conservation easement conference, Chicago (Fell, Reilly) 


11/16 a a 7 (Fell) 

10/20 Thorn Creek Woods Management Committee meeting, Park Forest South 
(Paulson) 

10/27 Garden Club of Illinois Conservation Conference, Allerton Park 
(Paulson 

10/27-29 Illinois Technical Foresters meeting, Schaumburg (Thom) 


10/29 Jane Addamstand Park Foundation meeting and acceptance of 
Freeport Prairie (Fell, Paulson) 
11/5-7 Central Midwest Regional Conference of the National Audubon 
Society, Nashville, Indiana (Paulson, Reilly) 
11/17 Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission, Frankfort, Kentucky (Fell) 
11/17 John Wesley Powell Audubon Society, Bloomington (Paulson) 


C) Status of dedications 


Prospect Cemetery Prairie, Ford County (5 acres) approved October 20, 1976. 

Beal! Woods Nature Preserve addition, Wabash County (39 acres) approved 
weroper) 20; “197G. 

Colored Sands Bluff, Winnebago County (44 acres) pending approval of the 
Director of the Department of Conservation and the Governor. 


D) Dr. Margery C. Carlson 


Dr. Carlson is convalescing from a broken hip at her home at 
2308 Hartzel! Street, Evanston 60201 
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E) Dr. Charles £.. Olmsted 


Dr. Olmsted passed away on November 20, 1976 at his home in Boulder, 
Colorado. Dr. Olmsted served as Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the 
Commission from September 8, 1972 to October 10, 1974. 


F) Chicago Area Systematists and Ecologists 


This new group of botanists and zoologists meets monthly at the Morton 
Arboretum. Anyone interested can contact Dr. Paul Sorenson, Department 
of Biological Sciences, Northern IIlinois University, DeKalb 60115. 


G) Other state natural area programs 


Mr. Paulson moderated a panel discussion on state natural area systems 
with representatives of natural area programs from Ohio, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and the Indiana Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 


Mr. Fell spoke to the new Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission about 

the Illinois nature preserves system on November 17. The Kentucky 
legislation, which was modeled after the IIlinois law, was approved 

on March 29, 1976. Jon Rickert, Elizabethtown, Kentucky, was instrumental 
in securing passage of the legislation and is chairman of the Commission. 


AREAS 


H) Cook County--Sand Ridge Nature Preserve, brush removal 


Approval has been given to cut brush from the prairie and marsh areas. 


* |) Lake County--Volo Bog Nature Preserve, freeway location 
Prior action: Proposed location opposed 60-12 (R411) 


A statement on the Commission's stand on the highway was distributed. 
A response was received from Secretary of the IIlinois Department of 
Transportation. 


J) Lawrence County--Robeson Hills Nature Preserve 


Vincennes University has applied for development grant from the Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation for an interpretive center. The grant approval 
may be linked to dedication of additions to the nature preserve. 
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K) Ogle County--Ogle County Prairie Preservation Society 


The Prairie Preservation Society has a contract to acquire approximately 
11 acres of prairie in northeastern Ogle County and has started a fund 


raising campaign. The Natural Land Institute may receive a donation 
of a 20-acre prairie tract. 


L) Stephenson County--Freeport Prairie 
Prior action: Preliminary approval 60-20 (R416) 
The 6-acre prairie was donated to the Jane Addamsland Park Foundation 
on October 10, 1976. 
M) Warren County--Massasauga Prairie 
Prior action: Acquisition and dedication recommended 60-23 (R419) 
The Department of Conservation has requested that The Nature Conservancy 
negotiate with the owners for acquisition of this area. 
N) Williamson County--Crab Orchard Wilderness 


Prior action: Position statement of DOC supported with reservations 
51-11 (R326) 


The omnibus wilderness bill which included 4,050 acres in the Crab 
Orchard Wilderness Refuge, Williamson County, was signed by President 


Ford on October 19, 1976 making it the first official wilderness area 
in Illinois. 
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INPC 61 
Item 5 


November 10, 1976 


Tllinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street 
Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear friends: 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending the 
certificate of appreciation for my efforts on the Commission. 
The work and personal associations were among the most satisfy- 
ing I have ever had, and I trust that both will continue, 
though at a reduced level. 


With all good wishes for dealing successfully with 
archers, nudists, pine trees, motorcyclists, D.0O.T., the Corps, 


a new Director of Conservation and other adversaries and allies, 
old and new, 


Sincerely, 
ie 


Roger W. Findley 
Professor of Law 
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November 22, 1976 


Dr. Dale E. Birkenholz, Chairman 
Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Illinois State University 

Normal, Illinois 61761 


Dear Dale: 

It was a real pleasure to receive the nice expression of appreciation 
from members of the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission. I very 

much enjoyed the opportunity and privilege to serve on the Commission. 
If in the future I might be of assistance in attaining Commission 
objectives and in conduct of Commission EN Ea please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

I thank you and other membersof the Commission for your thoughtfulness. 


Sincorely, 


John HE. Warnock 
Professor 


cc: Mr. George B. Fell, Executive Secretary, INPC 
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INPC 61 
Item 5-A) 


ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 
Summary of Staff Activities 
October 1, 1976 - October 31, 1976 


PROJECT 1. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION & PROTECTION OF AREAS 


INPC meetings: Attended 60th meeting of Commission and field trip to Goose Lake 
Prairie Nature Preserve. Drafted minutes of 60th meeting. 

Central Midwest Hardwood Forest Conference: ttended Conference in Carbondale. 
Moraine Hills State Park, McHenry County: Attended dedication ceremonies. 
Midwest Natural Areas Workshop: Attended Midwest Natural Areas Workshop at 
Matthiessen State Park and participated in field trip to Goose Lake Prairie 
Nature Preserve. 

Conservation Easement Conference: Attended Conservation Easement Conference 

in Chicago. 

Freeport Prairie, Stephenson County: Attended and spoke at dedication ceremonies 
for Freeport Prairie. 

Illinois Technical Foresters Association/Society of American Foresters Joint Meeting: 
Attended meeting in Schaumberg. 

Work plans for FY 77: Continued work on Plans of Work for FY 77. 


Liaison with Commission members: Conferred with Commission members regarding 
staff activities, problems and work. 

Public relations: 

Little Black Slough, Johnson County: Showed area to reporters. 

Johnson and Pulaski County Areas: Guided personnel from Morton Arboretum on 

field trip. 

Garden Clubs of Illinois Conservation Conference: Spoke at conference at Allerton 
Park about nature preserves system. 


Procection from threats: 


Volo Bog Nature Preserve, Lake County: Wrote and distributed news release on 
Commission's position on proposed FAP Route 420 in the vicinity of Volo Bog. 
Miller-Anderson Woods Nature Preserve, Bureau & Putnam counties: Continued work 
on proposed FA Route 405 in the vicinity of Miller-Anderson Woods. 

Harlem Hills Nature Preserve, Winnebago County: Worked on map of proposed 
extension of Windsor Road and alternate alignment. 

Airport (Bell Bowl) Prairie, Winnebago County: Attended public hearing on 
expansion of Greater Rockford Airport. Prepared written comments on Environmental 
Assessment report in relation to destruction of Airport Prairie natural area. 


PROJECT 3. PRESERVATION, INCLUDING ACQUISITION AND DEDICATION 
Robeson Hills Nature Preserve addition, Lawrence County: Revised legal description 


of proposed addition to nature preserve; reviewed Vincennes University's 
application for grant for developing an interpretive center and conferred with 
other agencies. 

Lindroth tract, Ogle County: Survey and conferences with owner on methods of 
preserving prairie area. 


Odum tract, Johnson County: Surveyed area. 

Warner tract, Johnson County: Surveyed area. 

Jackson land, Johnson County: Surveyed area. 

Buttonland tract, Johnson & Pulaski County: Surveyed areas. 
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Sielbeck tract, Massac County: Conference with owner and survey of area. 

Pulaski, Johnson, Massac, Pope & Hardin counties: Airplane survey of natural areas. 
Big Creek, Hardin County: Continuea efforts to publicize preservation values of 

the Big Creek Watershed. 

Lockport Prairie, Will County: Continued discussions with Metropolitan Sanitary 
District, Open Lands Project, Will County Forest Preserve District and Department 

of Conservation about dedication of prairie. 


Thorn Creek Woods, Will County: Attended Thorn Creek Management Committee meeting 
to discuss dedication of the woods; inspected new trail. 


severson Dells Forest Preserve, Winnebago County: Worked on master plan for Severson 
Dells Forest Preserve, including proposed nature preserve. 

Reppert Prairie, Henry County: Wrote proposal for preservation of Reppert Prairie. 
Savanna Army Depot, Jo Daviess County: Surveyed area; discussed management and 
preservation of areas with agronomist. 

Fairchild cemetery prairie, Vermilion County: Worked with interested local citizens 
and local officials to obtain permission to manage cemetery as a natural prairie. 
Afton cemetery prairie, DeKalb County: Began negotiations for dedication as 
hnaturecpreserve. 

Hetzler cemetery prairie, Bureau County: Began negotiations for dedication as 
nature preserve. 

Prairie preservation and management guide: Worked on outline for prairie remnant 
preservation and management guide. 

Railroad prairies: Corresponded with Doug Wade on efforts to preserve railroad 
prairies. 


PROJECT 4. RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 


Compiled and typed introduction to list of rare and endangered plants; duplicated 
and mailed plant list to interested persons. 


PROJECT 5. MANAGEMENT 


Goose Lake Prairie Management Advisory Committee: Attended meeting of the Committee; 
notified new members of appointments. 


Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve, Pulaski County: Corresponded with consultants 
on Dr. Brandon's application to collect Dusky Salamanders. 

Pike Marsh, McHenry County: Inspected boardwalk. 

Volo Bog Nature Preserve, Lake County: Inspected boardwalk. 

Castle Rock, Ogle County: Conferred on planting of pines in developed area. 


Ryerson Nature Preserve, Lake County: Discussed use of nature preserve for 
cross-country skiing. | 
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INPC 61 
Item 5-A) 


ILLINOIS NATURE PRESERVES COMMISSION 


summary of Staff Activities 
November 1, 1976 - November 30, 1976 


PROJECT 1. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION & PROTECTION OF AREAS 


INPC meetings: Compiled, typed, duplicated and distributed 60th meeting minutes. 
Prepared agenda materials for 6lst meeting; made arrangements for meeting. 

Public relations: 

National Audubon Society Regional Conference: Attended and led panel discussion on 
state natural area systems. 

Newspaper & radio interviews: Interviewed by Rockford newspaper on role of fire in 
the environment and the nature preserves system. Radio interview on nature preserves 
system. 

John Wesley Powell Audubon Society: Attended and presented talk and slide show on 
nature preserves system. 

Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission: Attended meeting of Kentucky Nature Preserves 
Commission and talked to new Commission about Illinois Nature Preserves Commission. 
Conferred with Chairman of Kentucky Commission and distributed further information 
on the Illinois nature preserves program. 

Conservation easement conference: Attended conference in Chicago 

Legislation: Worked on draft of legislation for a register of natural areas. 

Budget & plan of work: Conferences with Commission members and DOC. 

Landowner contact procedures: Worked on plan for preservation of natural areas. 


Protection: 

Illinois Beach State Park, Lake Co.: Discussed proposed Zion marina with DOC personnel 
Airport (Bell Bowl) Prairie, Winnebago County: Conferred with airport personnel and 
checked on management activities. 

Mississippi Kite, Union Co.: Reviewed correspondence; conferred with Cooperative 
Wildlife Research. 

Proposed Illinois Forestry Plan: Reviewed and commented. 

Silver Creek Natural areas, St. Clair Co.: Surveyed areas; attended Corps. of Engineers 
public hearing on watershed study; conference with DOC. 


Upper Cache River Watershed Project, Union, Johnson, Pope, Massac & Pulaski counties: 
Met with SCS planners and discussed watershed project. 


Southern Illinois Power Coop, Pope & Hardin counties: Conference with DOC and comments 
Army Corps of Engineers on utility line ROW. 


Project 3. PRESERVATION, INCLUDING ACQUISITION AND DEDICATION 


Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, Vermilion County: Reviewed Commission position and 
formulated recommendations on dedication and other disposition of Division of Water 
Resources lands. 

Lockport Prairie, Will County: Continued discussions with Open Lands Project, Metropol: 
tan Sanitary District and Will County Forest Preserve District about dedication. 
Braidwood Prairie, Will County: Investigated status of proposed powerline ROW 

through part of area. 

Ipsen Prairie, Boone County: Communicated with Boone County Conservation District 
about preservation along C&NW RR west of Belvidere. 


Frankfort Cemetery Prairie, Will County: Initiated discussion of dedication. 


Margery C. Carlson Nature Preserve, LaSalle Co: Assembled information for article 
on Dr. Carlson and Big Bend area for Outdoor Highlights. 


Joliet Junior College, Will Co: Discussed possibilities of nature preserve on 
their lands. 
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Coast Guard Prairie, Cook Co: Talked with Northbrook Park District about 

development plans. 

Olin tract, Madison Co: Visited area; discussed dedication with DOC and with Southern 
Illinois University-Edwardsville Committee; prepared revised plans and drafted 
articles of dedication. 

Proctor Woods, DeKalb Co: Surveyed area; discussed preservation with owner. 

Afton Cemetery Prairie, DeKalb Co: Surveyed area and began negotiations for dedication. 
Paw Paw Creek Woods, Lee County: Surveyed area; discussed formation of Lee Co. 
Conservation District. 

Robeson Hills Nature Preserve, Lawrence Co: Conferred with DOC and IDOT on develop- 
ment grant and dedication of additions to nature preserve; revised plan and legal 
description of addition to nature preserve. 

12-mile Prairie, Fayette Co: Discussed acquisition and preservation with IDOT. 

Rocky Branch, Clark Co: Continued negotiations on dedication; added 9-acre addition 
to dedication proposal. 

Lindroth tract, Ogle Co: Conferred with owner concerning donation. 

Eagle area, Rock Island County: Talked with Elton Fawks about possible dedication 

of area by National Wildlife Federation. 

Cave Creek Hill Prairie, Johnson Co: Conference with owner. 


PROJECT 4. RARE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 


Revised, duplicated and distributed endangered vertebrate list, reviewed other 
states rare and endangered species legislation for other states, investigated 
possibilities of grants to continue endangered species work, wrote article for 
Endangered Species Technical Bulletin;discussed with IDOT about their endangered 
species list, typed record cards for endangered plants. 


PROJECT 5. MANAGEMENT 


Sand Ridge Nature Preserve, Cook Co: Discussed brush removal with Cook County 
Forest Preserve personnel. 
Thornton-Lansing Road Nature Preserve, Cook Co: Approved removal of junk. 


Beach Cemetery Prairie, Ogle Co: Posted nature preserve signs. 
Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Nature Preserve, Mason Co: Surveyed prairie with DOC staff 


Henry Alan Gleason Nature Preserve, Mason Co: Surveyed prairie with DOC staff 
Reavis Prairie, Mason Co: Surveyed prairie with DOC staff. 

Rock Cut State Park, Winnebago Co: Surveyed proposed route for road around Pierce 
Lake, Rock Cut State Park with DOC staff. 

Fairchild Cemetery Prairie, Vermilion Co: Arranged for interim management and 
protection; began work on dedication. 

Wildcat Bluff, Johnson Co: Conference with highway department about road closure 
in nature preserve. 

Proposed prairie management leaflet: Discussed with DOC and NAI; drafted outline. 
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INPC 61 


Item 5-E) 


’ Rites for Charles Olmsted, - 
U. of Chicago. bot anist, set 


SERVICES FOR. Charles E. Olimsted, . 


68, retired University of Chicago botanist 
wha wes active in the fight to preserve 
the Indieaa Gunes. will 3 held ee 
in Boulder, Colo, 


Mr. Olmsted took part in many Mid- 
west conservation battles before retiring 
from the university in 1973 and moving 
to Boulder, where he died Saturday. He 
formerly lived at 5641 S. Drexel Blvd. 


Unlike many = scientists who .- shied 
away from involvement in controversy, 
Dr. Olmsted took the stand at many 
public hearings to explain the scientific 
and ecological value of such land as the 
Goose Lake Prairie in Grundy County, 
Volo Bog in Lake County, and the Indi- 
ana Dunes, a fight he joined in 1962, He 
also supported efforts to protect Beall 
Woods in southeastern Illinois and 


CECE OTS 1/4/76 


Grand Mere [Mich.] Nature Preserve. 


He joined the University of Chicago , 


faculty in 1934 and was appointed chair- 
man of the Botany Department in 1953. 
He was chairman until the department 
was merged with the biology program in 
1969. A leading plant ecologist, his work 
in phcetoperiodism—the response of 
plants to differing amounts of light— 
gave him a national reputation in the 
scientific community. 


HE ALSO served as secretary of the 
Illinois State Natural Resources and 
Conservation Board, chairman of the Il- 
linois Nature Preserves Commission, 
and adviser to the National Parks Serv- 

. ice. 

Survivors include his widow, Hazel; a 
son, Charles Jr.; and a daughter, Joan- 
na. 
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lilinois Department of Transportation 


! Office of the Secretary 
2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, Illinois/62764 
Telephone 217/782-5597 


INPC 61 
Item 5-I 


October 26, 1976 


Mr. George B. Fell 

Executive Secretary 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street 

Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear Mr. Fell: 


Thank you for your recent letter expressing the Illinois Nature 
Preserves Commission's opposition to the alignment of Supplemental 
Freeway 420. 


I am sure you are aware the Department of Transportation has under 
consideration an alignment change similar to the one you recommended 
between the Volo and Brandenberg Bogs, which will lessen the impact 
of the freeway on them. 


The Commission's opposition to the freeway and the recommended 
alignment has been noted and will be evaluated in further detail in 
future studies on the use of the land and in the final environmental 
impact statement. 


Thank you for taking the time to write and expressing your views in 
this matter. We encourage public involvement in all phases of 


transportation planning. 
Sincerely, Gulp si 
y Langhorne Bond 
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MAJOR STAFF ACTIVITIES 


Natural Areas Section 
Illinois Department of Conservation 


October 1, 1976 to December 10, 1976 
Public Relations and Information 
Spoke to participants of First Central Hardwoods Forest Conference 


at S.I.U. on Natural Area programs in Illinois. 


Guided Kaskaskia Chapter of Illinois Audubon Society on a tour of 
the 12 Mile Prairie in Marion County. 


Gave program on endangered plants in Illinois to the Annual Conser- 
vation Conference of Garden Clubs of Illinois. 


Gave presentation on the Nature Preserves system to the Mt. Vernon 
District Garden Club. 


Provided interpretive service at the official opening of Moraine Hills 
State Park, McHenry Councy. 


Advised the public of the availability of the Nature Preserves Directory 


+ nw + + + 
through the Departmental newslotter. 


Meetings Attended 
Hosted and attended the Third Annual Midwest Natural Areas Workshop at 
the Conservation Training Center, Oglesby, IL (Bowles, Schwegman, Schanzle, 
West) 


Central Hardwoods Forest Conference at S.I.U. (Schwegman, Bowles, West) 


Nature Preserves Commission on Commission Staff Function in Normal, IL 
(Schwegr.an) : 


Illinois Technical Forestry Association in Des Plaines (Bowles) 


Departmental Supervisory Staff Meeting at Horseshoe Lake (Schwegman, West) 


Management 


Presented training lectures to four groups of Department Site Superintendents 


on maintenance and management of Nature Preserves and Natural Areas (Schwegman, 
Schanzle) 


Management (conc. 


Met with Site Superintendent of Horseshoe Lake Nature Preserve on 
Management problems, posting and location of national natural landmark plaque. 


Approved of revision in Amax Coal's mining plan for Beall Woods and their 
request for core drilling on our property. 


Completed preparation of critical and notable features files for all 
Department-owned nature preserves. 


Began work with local foresters on fire protection plans for Southern 
Illinois Nature Preserves. 


Met with Ron Westemier of the Illinois Natural History Survey to discuss 
the department's role in management of the Prairie Chicken Sanctuary. 


Established additional photo stations at Posen Woods and Chauncey Marsh. 


Met with Corps of Engineers naturalist at “arlyle Lake to survey local 
Massassauga habitat. 


Began treatment of exotic species (honeysuckle) at Fern Bocks Nature Preserve. 


Continued discussions with Ronald Brandon pertaining to his request to 
collect Dusky Salamanders at Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve. 


Met with YCC representatives to discuss future programs in Southern 
Illinois Nature Preserves. 


Inventoried Sweet clover invasion at Reavis Nature Preserve. 


Met with researchers at Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak Nature Preserve to plan 
future research in the preserve. 


Inventoried Mississippi kite habitat at Union County Refuge regarding 
possible habitat destruction. 


Met with landowner at Kidd Lake Marsh to discuss land use changes. 


Renovated the nature trail at Sand Prairie-Scrub Oak with the help of a 
local scout troop. 


Attended on-site meeting concerning development of a handicapped trail 
at Moraine View State Park. 


Assisted in layout of future nature trails at Hidden Springs State Forest. 


Planning and Inventory 


Worked on Master Management Plans for Rock Cut, Kankakee River, Chain 
O'Lakes, Horseshoe Lake (Madison), Giant City, and Fort de Chartres. 


Provided input to U. S. Fish and Wildlife Services on data sheets on 
endangered plant species for Illinois. 


Completed supplementary agreement to Natural Areas Inventory Project 
that allows Department to use a minicomputer for data storage and manipulation. 


Met with U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and determined policy on dedication 
of nature preserves on lands acquired with Pittman-Robertson fund assistance. 


Met with Illinois Natural Areas Inventory staff to review results of the 
feasibility study for the Inventory's information handling system. 


Provided natural areas input to the Ohio River Basin Commission for their 
Ohio Main Stem Level B Study. 


Provided Corps of Engineers with preliminary natural areas inventory data 
for Madison County. 


Commented on Ohio River Sand and Gravel Dredging Environmental impact statement. 


Began development of an access control plan for Thomson-Fulton Sand Prairie 
and Mickelson's Landing. 


Reviewed legislation for Illinois Coastal Zone Management. 


Inventoried natural areas north of Shiloh Avenue at Illinois Beach State 
Park addition and met with the regional land manager and site planning to 
discuss possible future developments. 


Conducted-a field review of proposed dredging spoil sites along the 
Chain O'Lakes system. 


Reviewed Illinois Beach hydrological study and made management recommendations. 


Met with Southern Illinois Power Cooperative and negotiated committments to 
protect natural area values along their proposed line from Renshaw to Elizabethtown. 
(Schwegman and West) 


Acquisition, Dedication and Preservation 


Obtained options on tracts 9, 13, 21, and 28 (14.6 acres) at Thorn Creek 
Woods. 


Warrant has been requested for tract 5 (5 acres) at Volo Bog. This parcel 
joins the dedicated bog on the west. 


Acquisition, Dedication, and Preservation (con't.) 


A letter of committment to purchase the Massasauga Prairie was sent to 
the Nature Conservancy. ; . 


Completed dedication of Beall Woods Addition and Prospect Cemetery. 
Coordinated Departmental review of Colored Sands Bluff dedication proposal. 


Met with land owner and hydrologist from the State Water Survey on 
probable gravel mining impact on Spring Bay Bog. Revised take line. 


Discussed Pecumsaugan Creek preservation with Commonwealth Edison. 


Visited Sielbeck Tract with representative of the Nature Preserves 
Commission regarding preservation of the area. 


INPC 61 
Item 15 
‘DEDICATION OF A NATURE PRESERVE 


ROCKY BRANCH 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the Eastern Illinois University 
Foundation, being the owner thereof does hereby dedicate the following described 
real property as a nature preserve: 


Tract I. Commencing at the Southeast Corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section Thirty (30), thence 
West Fourteen (14) chains, thence North Fifteen and Forty-five 
One-hundredths (15-45/100) chains, thence South, Fifty-three 

(53) degrees and Seven (7) minutes East, Five (5) chains, thence 
East Ten (10) chains to the East line of said Northeast Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter, thence South to the place of beginning, 
containing Seventeen and one-half (174) acres, except herefrom 
One and one-half (14) acres conveyed by Michael Madden and 

Honora Madden, his wife, to James A. Perry, by deed dated April 
22, 1911, recorded in Book 80 of Deeds, Page 37 of the Records 

of Clark County, Illinois, leaving in the tract hereby conveyed, 
Sixteen (16) acres, all in Township Twelve (12) North, Range 
Twelve (12) West, Clark County, Illinois; 

Tract II. Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE-%) of the Northwest Quarter (NW-) of Section Twenty- 
Nine (29), Township Twelve (12) North, Range Twelve (12) West, 
thence South forty (40) rods; thence East forty (40) rods, 

thence North forty rods; thence West forty (40) rods to the 

place of beginning, containing ten (10) acres, more or less; and 
also, an acre, more or less, lying South of Rocky Branch and 

West of the west line of the Northwest Quarter (NW-) of the 
Southwest Quarter (SW%) of Section Twenty-Nine (29), Township 
Twelve (12) North, Range Twelve (12) West of the Second Principal 
Meridian, and lying east of the Township Road, Clark County, 
Illinois; 

Tract) Lil. Al. that part. on) tne West. of the Northwest ‘¢ of the 
Southwest s lying North of a branch running an easterly direction 
through the same, containing 6 acres; also 7 acres off the North 
end of the East & of the West ks of the Southwest , all in Section 
29, Township 12 North, Range 12 West of the 2nd Principal Meridian, 
said description being intended and understood to convey all the above- 
described land which lies north of the branch at the foot of the 
bluff on said land and no more, making in all 13 acres, more or 
less, Clark County, Illinois, as shown by Plat thereof recorded 
in Deed Record 146 at Page 104A; 

Tract iV. sAllethat) part of the tollowing described realestate 
lying North of a line described as commencing at a point on the 
East line of the West & of the Southwest 4% of Section 29, Township 
12 North, Range 12 West of the 2nd P.M., 350 feet South of the 
Northeast corner of said West 4s; thence South 50°-30! West 157 
feet to an iron post "A,"; thence South 74 -30' West 411 feet 
tosvansiron post: “Beis Raeats South 53°-30' West 346 feet to an 
fron post "C,"3; thence North 86°-30' West 500 feet to an iron 
post "D,"; a°point on the West line of the West ¥% of the South- 
west , of Section 29, 665 feet South of the Northwest corner of 
said West 4s, to wit: 

Fourteen (14) acres, more or less, off of the South end of 

the West 4s of the Northwest % of the Southwest ¥% of Section 29, 
the Northern line of said Fourteen (14) acres being the center 

of a certain road now traveled by the public running through 

said land substantially East and West along a branch known as 
"Rocky Branch"; the East 4% of the Northwest % of the Southwest 

l. of Section 29, except seven (7) acres off of the North end 
thereof, being that part lying North of the branch and the foot 
of the bluff", and containing in the tract hereby conveyed 5.1 
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acres, more or less, in Section 29, Township 12 North, Range 
12 West of the 2nd P.M., Clark County, Illinois, as shown 

by Plat thereof recorded in Deed Record 146 at Page 107A; 
Tract V. Commencing at a point on the West line of the North- 
east 4% of the Southwest & of Section 29, Township 12 North, ° 
Range 12 West of the 2nd P.M., at an iron post located 350 
feet South of the Northwest Corner thereof; thence North 

60 -34' East 408 feet to an iron post; thence North 42°-49! 
East 243 feet to an iron post on the North line of said 
Northeast of the Southwest &% of Section 29; thence West 

540 feet to the Northwest Corner thereof; thence South 350 
feet to the place of beginning, containing in all 2.54 acres, 
more or less, Clark County, Illinois, as shown by Plat there- 
of recorded in Deed Record 146 at Page 105A; 

Tract VI. The Southwest Quarter (SW-4s) of the Southeast 
Quarter (SE-) of the Northwest Quarter (NW) of Section 
Twenty-Nine (29), Township Twelve (12) North, Range Twelve 
(12) West, containing ten (10) acres, Clark County, Illinois; 
Tract VII. Commencing at a point on South line of Northeast 

+, Section 29, Township 12 North, Range 12 West of 2nd P.M., 
1068 feet West of Southeast Corner of said Northeast % Section 
29%, thence North 3°-33' West 205 feet to point M; thence North 
24°-22' West 792.4 feet to point L; thence North 2°-31' West 
KZow/eceety toy point, Ky thence North 16°-49' West 315.7 feet 

to point J; thence North 1°-59' East 358.4 feet to DOLic oH s 
thence South 75°-25' East 378.8 feet to point G; thence South 
78°-30' East 217.5 feet to point F; thence North 77°-21' East 
288.5 feet to point E; thence North 56°-21' East 253.3 feet 

to point D, a point lying in County Road; thence along the 
center line of the road to the North line of Section 29; thence 
West along said Section line to center line creek; thence 
meandering South and West along center line of creek to West 
line of Northeast ¥% Section 29; thence South to center of 
Section 29; thence East to place of beginning, containing 

67.3 acres; and also, a tract described the Southeast % 

of the Southeast % of the Northwest 4% of Section 29, Township 
12 North, Range 12 West of 2nd P.M., 10 acres, more or less, 
containing in all 77.3 acres, more or less, Clark County, 
Illinois, as shown by Plat thereof recorded in Deed Record 

146 at Page 106A; 

Tract VIII. All that part of the Northeast % of the North- 
west & of Section 29, Township 12 North, Range 12 West, lying 
on the South side of the center line of the West Fork of Big 
Creek in Douglas Township, containing 6 acres, more or less, 
Clark County, Illinois. 


The property hereinabove described is dedicated for the purposes, and 
shall be held, maintained, and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in PAN PACE 
in relation to the acquisition, control, maintenance, improvement and protection 
of State parks and nature preserves", approved June 26, 1925, as heretofore amended 
and "An Act relating to the creation of the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
and defining its powers and duties", approved August 28, 1963, as heretofore 
amended. Said property is further dedicated for the purposes, and shall be held, 
maintained, and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in any amendment to said 
Acts enacted hereafter, but no such amendment shall alter the exclusive commitment 
of said land to the preservation of natural conditions for ene purposes specified 


in said Acts as of the date of this dedication. However, a building and shelter 
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for scientific research purposes and a parking area may be constructed on an 
area of the west one-half of Tract III and that portion of Tract II lying in 
Section 30, located at the entrance adjacent to the public road. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 
day of | ype 


APPROVED: 


Governor 
APPROVED: (Owner) 


Attest: 


Director, Department of 
Conservation 


APPROVED: 


Chairman, Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission 


Attest: 


Secretary, Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission 


CARE Li ta ch ae, Be Ait 


7 


hie tek bod anu paes F's Ail id yabdung, @ bite @ 
| ne : 
gitixt 22 aoe, te ao1 Pa — hw etree ay 


: i 
5 “ie “a —_) hy) } ae wil 
; ‘ 4 ie A a Pers: ‘ ue fy Pry ; sae 7. 
ray 3 3a , Bach, i 
ver i ism ea wn mi sna Sead et PRE ae A 
| a ne f va eon 
wid wee previ sure: hn taihg at eves. ov shea, Le wal vin aug 
; A e im A <4 Th Wags "i ae } 
f cet if \ A 7 A b | NEF, Ai ig 
F we i "y 1 Py 7 / 
ae ee 8 i - a é + 
: x en ir 
a yt i 
‘if 
1 ‘ ' 
s “a ; ith 
ters Liceul tad nena eee 
aya eee pve eee ink ne 
RY oe J 
f es I 5 
t SARA i 
; 
i 
“ oy ne he ¥ hed ay eee oe 
’ 
hd 4 i oF vey sf ig ie cats oe ce 
1 
ahi: 1 
De d ly p ’ 
aes i 4 hi if f My YF) 
ne Rent 
’ a ew ee . 
Le hy an 


ADDITION TO DEDICATION OF PROPOSED ROCKY BRANCH NATURE PRESERVE 


Tract IX. All that part of the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 29, Township 12 North, 
Range 12 West of the 2nd Principal Meridian, lying 
South of the centerline of the West Fork of Big Creek, 
in Douglas Township, Clark County, Illinois, containing 
9 acres, more or less. 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 


EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
CHARLESTON, ILLINOIS 61920 


October 26, 1976 


Mr. Richard Thom 

Field Representative 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street | 
Rockford,IL 61103 


Dear Mr. Thom: 


In conjunction with the possible dedication of the Rocky Branch property as 
a Nature Preserve, I note the following: 


1. We are in the process of obtaining and reviewing a proposed warranty 
deed from the Nature Conservancy on the additional nine-acre tract 
which is now available. 


2. If a decision is made to acquire this piece of property, we would want 
to include it in our consideration of the dedication proposal. 


3. On page 3 the proposed dedication document which you provided earlier 
reads, ''. . . for scientific research purposes and a parking area may 
be constructed on an area of the west one-half of Tract III and that 
portion of Tract II lying in Section 30, located at the entrance adjacent 
POstResDpUDLiCErOad Gy... «st! 


Our attorney advises that the language will need to read as follows to 
be consistent with our warranty deed: ''. .. for scientific research 
purposes may be constructed on an area of Tract III not to exceed one 
acre, located at the entrance to the public road. ... '"! 


4, The paragraph you provided,as stated below, is fine for inclusion in the 
proposal to be considered: 


- Nothing in this dedication agreement shall be construed as 
requiring the Eastern Illinois University Foundation or 
Eastern Illinois University or their assigns to incur any 
expenses regarding said property without their consent. 
I will keep you advised of our progress. We should have some idea concerning 
our acquisition of the additional nine acres at a meeting of the Foundation 
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Mr. Richard Thom 
Page 2 
October 26, 1976 


Board on November 17. When that matter is determined, a final dedication 
agreement can be considered. The question of dedication will be considered 
generally at the November 17 meeting. 


Cordially, 


Executive Director 
ew 


cc: Mrs. Betty Ronchetti, President 
Mr. Ogden Brainard, Attorney 
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October 29, 1976 


Senator Charles H. Percy 
Room 1200 

Dirkson Office Building 

Washington, D. C. 20515 


Dear Senator Percy: 


We understand that you are looking into the proposal to build a |. 
large marina/convention complex on Lake Michigan within Illinois Beach 
State Park near Zion, Illinois. 


The Nature Preserves Commission is very much concerned about 
this proposal because of the potential for severe adverse impact on 
e) natural areas in the proposed marina site and in other parts of Illinois 
Beach State Park. The proposal also raises serious questions concerning 
alternative public recreational uses of this priceless stretch of lakeshore 
and concerning the problem of lakeshore erosion. 


The Illinois Department of Conservation has initiated a study of 
the feasibility and environmental impact of a marina in the park. We feel 
it is very important that this study be completed and evaluated before any- 
thing else is done concerning construction of a marina. 


We urge you to wait until information on environmental effect, 
safety, engineering feasibility and cost of the marina is available before 
you make any commitments concerning it. 


Sincerely, 


George B. Fell 
Executive Secretary 


GBF: gc 

Copy to: 

Chicago office of Senator Percy 
John McGuire 

BCC : Steve Packard, IEC 
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JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ‘ CHARLES H, PERCY, ILL. 


HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y. 

EDMUND S. MUSKIE, MAINE WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL. 
LEE METCALF, MONT. BILL BROCK, TENN. 

JAMES B. ALLEN, ALA. LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR., CONN, 
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JOHN GLENN, OHIO 


RICHARD A, WEGMAN COMMITTEE ON 
) CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 
November 15, 1976 


‘ 


Mr. George B. Fell 

Executive Secretary 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street 

Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear Mr. Fell: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed Zion marina. 

The city has asked me to support the project. However, I feel that it 
would be unfair to take a position before the various government agency 
reports are completed, Therefore, you can be assured that the environmental 


impact of the project will be considered. 


me Sincerely, 


Villy. 


Charles H. Percy 
United States Senator 
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Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
Richard Thom, Field Representative 
December, 1976 


PROPOSAL FOR DEDICATION OF THE OLIN TRACT INPC 61 
MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS Item 17 


SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


In 1969, John M. Olin of Alton donated 293 acres of land northwest 
of Alton to the Illinois Department of Conservation. In 1976 this land was 
conveyed to the Board of Trustees of Southern Illinois University for the 
use of the Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville campus. The bill that 
authorized the transfer of this property contained a provision that the area 
must be maintained in its natural state or it shall revert to the Department 
of Conservation. 


The Olin tract contains steep limestone bluffs overlooking the 
Mississippi River, sink holes, ravines,bedrock outcrops, small streams, a 
waterfall, upland forest, and loess hill prairie representative of the 
Glaciated Section of the Middle Mississippi Border Natural Division. The 
sheltered ravine forests provide potential winter roost sites for bald eagles, 
and eagles are known to use the area. The most outstanding natural features 
are the river bluffs, the waterfall, and the hill prairie. 


In 1976 John Olin also donated a 33-acre parcel containing a mansion 
which the University will use as the John M. Olin Conference and Cultural 
Center. This parcel lies adjacent to the Olin tract at its southeast edge. 


A University committee to recommend possible uses of the Olin tract, 
is considering the dedication of suitable portions. In 19/1 the Nature 
Preserves Commission approved in principle such a dedication (Resolution 183). 
It is recommended that 223 acres be dedicated as an Illinois nature preserve, 
and an additional 20 acres be dedicated as buffer. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The Olin tract is located at the western edge of the city of Alton 
(population 39,700) and 25 miles north of St. Louis, Missouri (population 
750,000) and overlooks the Mississippi River. MIllinois' Great River Road 
runs between the Mississippi River and the property along the southwest 
boundary of the area. Illinois Route 100 and Levis Lane are within one-half 
mile of the property's northern boundary. The principal access points are 
from Levis Lane from the north and from the Fairmont Subdivision on the south- 
east. Access could also be developed from the Great River Road. 


The property is located in Sections 3 and 4, Township etene me 
Range 10 West of the 3rd Principal Meridian, Madison County, Illinois, 
Alton USGS Topographic Quadrangle, 7.5 Minute Series. 
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CHARACTER OF AREA 


General 


Dry to mesic upland forest on loess covers most of the proposed 
nature preserve. Ridges, gentle slopes, and steep ravines and hollows 
characterize the topography of the land lying behind the bluffs which rise 
as high as 175 feet above the level of the river. Several small streams, 
one with a waterfall, flow through the area. A small hill prairie occurs 
atop the bluffs. 


Geology and topography 


The area is underlain by thick limestones of the Mississippian 
System. Salem limestone crops out in the lower slopes of the river bluffs. 
Limestone of the St. Louis Formation,about 200 feet thick in this area, 
occurs on the middle and upper slopes of the bluffs and also underlies 
surficial deposits of the uplands. This bedrock is often very near the 
surface and is exposed along the streams where riffles, pools, and a small 
waterfall have formed. 


Northeast of the river bluffs, the deeply dissected uplands form 
ravines and hollows with virtually every direction of exposure. Broad, 
gently sloping ridges separate some of the ravines. The southwestern exposure 
of the blufftops creates favorable conditions for the development of hill 
prairie vegetation. A sinkhole plain occurs on the Olin tract just outside 
the proposed nature preserve, but no large sinkholes occur within the 
proposed boundaries. 


Elevation ranges from about 400 feet at the base of the bluffs to 
about 630 feet on some of the ridges. 


Soils 


The soils are derived from loess and limestone bedrock. The depth 
of the loess varies from a few inches to more than seven feet. The Alford 
and Fayette Soils Series predominate. These soils occupy moderately steep 
to very steep slopes and narrow ridge tops. Erosion is a severe hazard to 
these soils. 


Excessively well-drained soils occupy ridge tops on the bluffs with 
southwesterly exposures. Alluvial soils occur along the lower reaches of the 
streams. 


Vegetation 


Deciduous forest covers over 90% of the proposed preserve. Dry upland 
forest occurs on the ridges and bluff tops and grades from dry to mesic on the 
slopes and along the streams. Bedrock bluffs and outcrops create special plant 


eee wae 
aaraste 


nian ne 
er —, 


; H 
t i! { ay i 
} “wr Gea i ry : 


eh 


| i pee a beg 
’ ‘4 at Em, : i 
} bed ; . 
My Pah hs 3 Wai ‘ yy 
ae TOL es 
Wika % ASTOAARO “aie 
i ; la Ay a 4a - 
oon tetera OL) oh 
, j i - =) MJ 2 _ ely aa ‘ ha ; Ay 
i q ‘ : nyt 


, 6) obprogeny (dd Bq, The! Hels Aes Ae, oem arg? ‘ora bait, vhena 02 wo 
wjol Lot bin. ecetverqoete bit), eaqade wlineg. «pagbet.) pebenpen 
atisii¢ att bi¥tdadjerivs badd oy, do Kae mEges . es ssbaajaes 
puesta. ti kee Laseavet. tev. 6e3 io davel. am grads gout. ey. ‘PB 
wives absieaq (fit Lheee A, Rend 989 Aguords ¢ wot  itairerew. « sky 
, - ¥ 3 “ ‘ Li 4 7 | ae ; (aY lad aaa ” 
ca f eI ™ Meri 


i 
\ 


oa ny, be my 


* { ‘ af \ as : iv" 
, fonim afy Do egnodennt \. cats Yd, yiad yehny "? ebr a tt ow hs 
by) a4 Yu eeqtse TORR ad? ml Juo spar RON PORT f anvil ak ‘ es 


“ee 4 eis wk Medes suo GOS suoda, oR SeeRON s)pul ofa a as Te awotng 
oon, at cole bea @2eld add Fo -oneads teogey bas olbhie wih awe 
q ey ay vin lahat ow { HS rf Do * th na ha Laced fetak® 


d , : ‘ Y i a ' ¥ ~ a ‘ mm 
. . y 
r P Lae sn Re ae wet £. Pea TAy - 2 , one area 

, 7 Y t , , ‘ 

~ . ‘Saaineat oc Listes 

2 i ” we J Pare ke 

i * 4 i = Ca ‘ 
ay ony 2 id SO Ona Fe eeu st 


” : ma oben) oreo. odbdiid M ae eee Liat km 
eu 2 t's 1. Gane Gea ques ORAL, wren » a 
uy) OVE 902: apart da ie PLES OVER ; ae tf a | enposd tude. - 
Meet} oF wie caypoe wntedie sliolteang ' re SEEM: 5 

Jed. Qe VaR, 2: skews 2 sibel ; 


§ * 
= Bae 2 ira) ‘i )} ip ae yee) T'S Ts BARGES ae seal oT, 
1 te l 4 
. BSR eoe 2: Deo Seip Pere tem, Sia; } 
} so" ma ie 
iy ei 
: me ; 7 ; F ' cu , emt ate rot 


hinetiod. nl ott Man. envol wot) bavkrveh ate o2¢ee) aot b tad 

Pb waite Joud bevaa- Qads, orn, Go acon k wel 2/6072 sekver seek be -* 

mee Py 4, wan pines Hand ehfow meott,. ere akmebsyg ag t-eee, gia es aey te iy i} 
a2: BIBT AR Wigs eh mOAeTS ., wise Chu kd WOEIee | BAS RS Mob. A qeatn.4 


J r : 4 : . vee: ae ue Acie a A 
i ae * cone y Vitas,’ am ea he Sy Ree os ebay ea" 
ie a ‘4 ‘wala oe Age aebly Yepooo alhow Bendatialiow ¥ Lovlnda pk™ Jay i, 
k a niin tpaasd ellow Laieeiia Desulcveninsicnt tana 
P, Ni : pal en Wer 
; } i 
~ i y . +s 

, : y % uo h we ; 2 * i 


me 


bachuw yo cepieweng heageony Atty ‘toe s9¥Q WAVED. Jan pod 
te > shawn GF Ateb icoces oul Ai . as Bara Male | nana 8 
wig iminequ ateeto hiwoe ee tae el ante: Suerte 
| a hee ya ” Re as ‘ bye 


ian 8, ct ney wt ns : 


a Wi yy ae 
_ 
: ; ea 


od 


ie 


habitats. A small hill prairie occurs on the river bluff. Some of the more 
level uplands have been used as hayfields and are now undergoing secondary 
succession. 


The forest is mostly young to mature second growth with the largest 
trees occupying the lower slopes and bottoms of the ravines. Scattered old 
second growth trees occur in some of the ravines. The forest has a high 
diversity of tree species. The dry and dry mesic woods are dominated by 
post oak (Quercus stellata), black oak (Quercus velutina), white oak (Quercus 


alba), chinquapin oak (Quercus muhlenbergii) and hickory (carya sp) with 
other species occurring with lesser frequency. 


The mesic woods contain white oak, red oak (Quercus rubra), 
chinquapin oak, sugar maple (Acer saccharum), hickory, ash (Fraxinus sp.) 
and hackberry (Celtus occidentalis). The dominant trees in these woods range 
from 12" to 25" d.b.h. with scattered individual trees that are much larger. 


Along the creeks and ravine bottoms the forests are composed of cotton- 
wood (Populus deltoides), silver maple (Acer saccharinum), American elm 
(Ulmus americana), hackberry, pin oak (Quercus palustris), black walnut 
(Juglans nigra) and ash. 


The woodlands have a rich herbaceous flora and most of the species 
characteristic of these types of woods are probably present. Ginseng (Panax 
quinquefolius) is one of the uncommon plants growing in the proposed preserve. 
A graduate student from Southern Illinois University—Edwardsville is currently 
studying the flora of the Olin tract. 


A hill prairie of exceptionally high natural quality dominated by 
little bluestem (Andropogon scoparius) and side oats grama (Bouteloua 
curtipendula) occurs on a southwest facing loess bluff in the southwest 
corner of the proposed preserve. Although it is only about one-tenth acre, 
the Natural Areas Inventory found 43 species of forbs, the most common of 
which are purple coneflower (Echinacea pallida), bluets (Houstonia nigricans), 
gray goldenrod (Solidago nemoralis), sky-blue aster (Aster azureus), grooved 
yellow flax (Linum sulcatum), and purple prairie clover (Petalostemum 
purpureum). Other species present are blazing stars (Liatris aspera and L. 
cylindracea), prickly pear (Opuntia compressa), false foxglove (Gerardia 
skinneriana), hoary puccoon (Lithospermum canescens), scurf pea (Psoralea 
tenuiflora), silky aster (Aster sericeus) and aromatic aster (Aster oblongi- 
folius). 


The prairie has been reduced in size by the planting of pines and is 
being further encroached upon by invading native vegetation such as smooth 
and aromatic sumac. A small area adjacent to the prairie had been mowed 
until last year. The native grasses responded dramatically to cessation of 
mowing so that now the area is dominated by big bluestem (Andropogon 
gerardii), little bluestem, and Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans). 
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Fauna 


There is little information on the fauna of the Olin tract, but 
the diversity of habitats and the size of this area can be expected to support 
a large and diverse fauna. Pileated woodpeckers are seen throughout the 
summer and no doubt nest in the area. Bald eagles use the area as a winter 
roost, but the extent of this use is unknown. The physiography of the area, with 
its many sheltered ravines, appears to make it an ideal alternate roost site. 
Even though this area may not be heavily used now, it could be important in 
the future if other suitable roost habitat along this stretch of the Mississippi 
River is altered or destroyed. 


The bedrock outcrops, rocky ravines, and bluffs probably harbor 
interesting and uncommon species of reptiles and amphibians, and the invertebrates 
characteristic of clear, rocky streams of this natural division can be expected 
to be found. 


Use and disturbance 


Before being donated to the State in 1969, the Olin tract was a 
private estate and was managed as a park with large mowed fields and groves. 
Only a small acreage of these mowed areas is included in the proposed nature 
preserve, but about 18 acres of mowed field and a small orchard have been 
recommended as buffer. About 15 acres of abandoned fields lie within the 
northwest portion of the proposed preserve. An abandoned limestone quarry 
along the river bluffs known as the Blue Pool is recommended as buffer. 


Several unimproved roads and an unimproved road pass through the 
proposed preserve. The unimproved roads will be closed to traffic and, 
where feasible, incorporated into the trail system. Continued use of the 
improved road will be provided for in the articles of dedication and the 
master plan. 


Several exotic plant species occur. Black locust and a few pine 
trees have been planted along the blufftops. Japanese honeysuckle grows in 
patches throughout the area. The groundskeepers have removed old and 
diseased trees along the roads and fields, and have cleared the undergrowth 
from several small areas near the roads. The forests have been logged and 
are second growth in various stages of maturity. 


The close proximity to the city of Alton has made the property 
accessible to visitors, but the area is not in much danger from disturbance 
due to urbanization. The exclusive subdivision of Fairmount serves as buffer 
on the southeast; the Great River Road and Mississippi protect the southwest; 
relatively large estates border the north edge; and a steep ravine protects 
the west side from development. Only on the northeast side has suburban 
development reached the boundary of the proposed preserve. 
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MANAGEMENT 


The nature preserve would be managed by Southern Illinois University- 

Edwardsville. There are presently two groundspeople employed full time on 

the Olin tract and the Olin mansion. Although much of their work involves 
maintenance of the buildings, they also spend considerable time clearing 

brush, cutting trees, and mowing the large expanses of lawn. Some of the 

time that they presently devote to grounds maintenance could be directed to 
nature preserve management. After the initial management effort, the nature 
preserve will likely require far less time from the groundspeople than they 

are presently spending in this area, providing a savings to the University. 


Management would consist of cessation of mowing and brush clearing 
within the preserve; removal of a few pines from the hill prairie; removal 
of the black locust, Japanese honeysuckle, and other exotics where they 
occur; and design and layout of a trail system. The hill prairie should be 
managed to control invading woody vegetation. It may be desirable to fence some 
of the northeast boundary in the vicinity of the subdivision. 


The University will probably not encourage public visitation to 
the nature preserve, but will probably allow public access by permission. 


NATURE PRESERVE VALUES 


The entire 293-acre Olin tract was given to the University with the 
provision that it be maintained in its natural state. The proposed nature 
preserve contains those areas of highest natural quality which are particularly 
suited for inclusion within the Illinois nature preserves system. Dedication 
of the 223 acres will provide assurance that the wishes of John Olin and the 
provisions of the law will be fulfilled. 


The Olin tract offers numerous possibilities for scientific research 
and environmental education. Deborah Thompson, a graduate student from 
Southern Illinois University-—Edwardsville, is currently doing a thesis study 
of the vascular flora of the property. Randy Nyboer of the Illinois Natural 
Areas Inventory studied and reported on the hill prairie. Under the aegis 
of the University, the nature preserve could become an important research area. 


The undedicated portion of the tract on the northwest side of the 
property could be developed into a multiple use education-recreation area consistent 
with the continued preservation of its natural values. Some of the possibilities 
for use include the development of a biological field station or outdoor/ 
environmental education center; forestry, agricultural, biological, horticultural, 
or geological research projects; and use as a retreat or conference area. Many 
of these uses would add to the importance of the adjacent nature preserve as 
the scientific and educational use of the preserve increases. 


The 33-acre tract with the mansion will become the John M. Olin 
Cultural and Conference Center. The Center will draw visitors who will be 
interested in the adjacent nature preserve. Since the preservation of our 
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natural heritage is an important cultural effort, a dedicated Illinois 
nature preserve would be harmonious with the purposes of the Center. 


In addition to Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, 
several other colleges and universities are located within the St. Louis-— 
Alton area. The Olin tract would be the only Illinois nature preserve in 
the vicinity of these institutions. 


The importance of the Olin tract as endangered species habitat 
cannot be fully assessed without further floral and faunal inventory of 
the area. The preserve seemingly provides good winter roost habitat for 
the endangered bald eagle. 


The Olin tract contains river bluffs, deciduous forest, hill 
prairie, and ravine topography characteristic of the Glaciated Section of 
the Middle Mississippi Border Natural Division. Only two other nature 
preserves, Cedar Glen and Mississippi Sand Hills, represent some of these 
features from this natural division. These nature preserves are both in 
Hancock County, some 140 miles north of the Olin tract. 
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‘ PROPOSED NATURE PRESERVE AND VICINITY MAP 
OLIN TRACT, MADISON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
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LEGEND LOCATION MAP 
: OLIN TRACT, MADISON COUNTY 


PROPOSED NATURE PRESERVE 
223 acres 


‘@ PROPOSED BUFFER 
20 acres 
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PROPOSED TO REMAIN UNDEDICATED 
50 acres 
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INPC 61 
DEDICATION OF A NATURE PRESERVE ely, 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the Board of Trustees of Southern 
Tllinois University, being the owner thereof does hereby dedicate the following 
described real property as a nature preserve: 


Parts of Sections 3 and 4, Township 5 North, Range 10 West 
of the Third Principal Meridian described as follows: 
Beginning at a stone in the Northwest corner of Section 3, 
thence South 89° 45' East along the North line of said 
Section, 1687.3 feet to a point on the North line of said 
Section 3; thence South 1313.42 feet to the North line of 
"Mullen Ridge Sub-Division"; thence South 86° 44" West 
along said line 1237.22 feet to the Easterly line of Lot 6 
in said Sub-Division; thence South along said line 877.6 
feet to the Northwest corner in Lot 7 of said Sub-Division; 
thence easterly along the Northerly line of Lots 7, 8, 9, 
and 10, 1320 feet to the East line of Lot 10 in said Sub- 
Division; thence Southerly along said line 782.4 feet to 
the South line of said Lot 10; thence Westerly along the 
South line of Lot 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1338 feet, more or less, 
to the intersection with the Northwesterly line of Fair- 
mount Sub-Division; thence Southwesterly along said line 
1338.1 feet; thence Southwesterly 949 feet, more or less, 
to the intersection with the Northeasterly right-of-way 
line of Illinois Terminal Railroad said point being 441 
feet Northwesterly from the corner nearest the Mississippi 
River of Lot 11 in Fairmount Addition; thence Northwesterly 
along said right-of-way line a distance of 100 feet; thence 
Northeasterly 325 feet along a line that is perpendicular 
to the last described course; thence Northwesterly 450 

feet along a line that is perpendicular to the last described 
course, thence Southwesterly 325 feet along a line that is 
perpendicular to the last described course to a point along 
the Northeasterly right-of-way line of Illinois Terminal 
Railroad; thence Northwesterly along said right-of-way “line 
to the intersection with the West line of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 4; thence North 0° 48' West, 675 feet 

to a point on the West line of the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 4; thence Southeasterly 1125 feet along a line 
parallel to the said Northeasterly right-of-way line of 
Illinois Terminal Railroad; thence East 400 feet; thence 
North 400 feet; thence East 400 feet; thence Northerly to 
the intersection of the South line of the North Half of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 4 and the West line of a tract 
of land conveyed to John M. Olin by deed recorded in Book 
16, page 18 of the records in the Recorder's Office in 
Madison County, Illinois, 800 feet more or less; thence 
North 600 feet along said line; | thence east 325 feet; thence 
North 150 feet; thence North 45° West to a point on the 
West line of a tract of land conveyed to John M. Olin by 
deed recorded in Book 16, page 18 of the records in the 
Recorder's Office in Madison County, Illinois, 459.6 feet; 
thence North along said line to the intersection of the 
North line of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4, 280.64 
feet; thence Easterly along said dine 775. feet; thence 
South 1,200 feet; thence South 45° Fast 282.9 feet; thence 
East 350 feet; thence North 475 feet; thence East 50 feet; 
thence North 125 feet; thence North pee West 525 feet; 
thence East to the West line of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 3, 371.23 feet; thence North along said line to the 
point of beginning, 204 feet, more or less, containing 

223 acres, more or less; all situated in the County of 
Madison and State of Illinois. 
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The property hereinabove described is dedicated for the purposes, 
and shall be held, maintained, and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in 
"An Act in relation to the acquisition, control, maintenance, improvement and 
protection of State parks and nature preserves", approved June 26, 1925, as 
heretofore amended and "An Act relating to the creation of the Illinois Nature 
Preserves Commission and defining its powers and duties", approved August 28, 
1963, as heretofore amended. Said property is further dedicated for the purposes, 
and shall be held, maintained, and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in any 
amendment to said Acts enacted hereafter, but no such amendment shall alter the 
exclusive commitment of said land to the preservation of natural conditions for 
the purposes specified in said Acts as of the date of this dedication. 

The hard-surfaced roads situated within 1000 feet of the Southwesterly 
boundary of the above described tract on the date of this dedication, including 
the land within 25 feet of the centerline of said roads, may be maintained and 
used for road purposes as provided for in the master plan. 

The following described real property lying adjacent to the nature 
preserve herein dedicated is dedicated as, and shall be held as, buffer area for 
the protection of the nature preserve. Said buffer area may be developed, managed, 
or used for public conservation, recreation or service purposes as may be approved 
by the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission and the Department of Conservation or 
shall be managed as if it were part of the nature preserve herein dedicated. 


Parcel 1. Commencing at the intersection of the South line of 
the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4 and the 
West line of a tract of land conveyed to John M. Olin by deed 
recorded in Book 16, page 18 of the records in the Recorder's 
Office in Madison County, Illinois; thence North 600 feet 
along said Olin tract West line to the point of beginning; 
thence East 325 feet; thence North 150 feet; thence North 45 
West 459.6 feet to a point on said Olin tract West line; 
thence South along said Olin tract West line 475 feet to 

the point of beginning, containing 2.3 acres, more or less. 
Parcel 2. Commencing at the intersection of the South line 
of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of Section 4 and 
the West line of a tract of land conveyed to John M. Olin 

by deed recorded in Book 16, page 18 of the records in the 
Recorder's Office in Madison County, Illinois; thence North 
along said line 1355.64 feet to the North line of the North- 
east Quarter of Section 4; thence Easterly along said line 
775 feet to the point of beginning; thence South 1200 feet; 
thence South 45° East 282.9 feet; thence East 350 feet; 
thence North 475 feet; thence East 50 feet; thence North 

125 feet; thence North 45° West 525 feet; thence North 225 
feet; thence East to the West line of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 3, 371.23 feet; thence North along said line to a 
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stone at the Northwest corner of Section 3, 204 feet, more 
or less; thence Westerly along the North line of Section 

4, 600 feet more or less to the point of beginning; 
containing 14.6 acres, more or less. 

Parcel 3. Commencing at the intersection of the North- 
westerly line of the Fairmount Sub-Division and the 
Northeasterly right-of-way line of the Illinois Terminal 
Railroad said point being 441 feet Northwesterly from the 
corner nearest the Mississippi River of Lot 11 in Fairmount 
Addition; thence Northwesterly along said right-of-way line 
a distance of 100 feet to the point of beginning; thence 
Northeasterly 325 feet along a line that is perpendicular 
to the last described course; thence Northwesterly 450 feet 
along a line that is perpendicular to the last described 
course, thence Southwesterly 325 feet along a line that is 
perpendicular to the last described course to a point along 
the Northeasterly right-of-way line of Illinois Terminal 
Railroad; thence Southeasterly along said right-of-way line 
450 feet to the point of beginning, containing 3.4 acres, 
more or less. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 


day of a 

APPROVED: 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF SOUTHERN 
ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 

Governor 

APPROVED: By: 

; Chairman 

Director, Department of ne at 

Conservation 

APPROVED: 


Chairman, Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission 


Attest: 


Secretary, Illinois Nature Preserves 
Commission 
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Southern Illinois INPC 6] 


S! IRUE University at Carbondale Item 18 
Carbondale, Illinois 62901 


Department of Zoology 
618-536-2314 


October 20, 1976. 


Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street 
Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear Sirs: 


I understand from Mr. K. Andrew West, Natural Areas 
Biologist for the Illinois Department of Conservation, 

that you would be interested in a statement from me telling 
why I feel it important to collect two additional samples 
of the salamander Desmognathus fuscus from the Chestnut 
Hills Nature Preserve, rather than from some other locality. 


These salamanders live in headwater habitats where, because 
of ecological restriction and resultant low level of gene 
flow between populations, adaptation to local conditions 
may be pronounced, especially at the edge of the species' 
range. For these reasons sampling, with the intent of 
studying populational parameters known to vary from popu- 
lation to population, must be done as compactly as possible. 
Samples of animals from other populations could not reliably 
be mixed with those from Chestnut Hills. This significant 
variable could confound the results and preclude meaningful 
interpretation. 


Were we to begin sampling anew, at another locality, samples 
already on hand from Chestnut Hills would have little value. 


The fact is, I know of no other population large enough in 
area and dense enough for us to use. We know of one quite 
dense population in a spring run near Mounds, but the spring 
is surrounded by so little suitable habitat that I would 
rather see that site obtained for protection. That popu- 
lation is surely on the brink of extirpation through habitat 
destruction, and collection of large populational samples 
could have a significantly negative impact. 


Other populations we have found seem quite small, being 
restricted to small patches of uncultivated ravines con- 
taining small streams already silted nearly to the point 
of unsuitability. Some localities are represented in our 
collections by one or two specimens, one by a single larva. 
Our practice inithese cases has been to collect one or two 
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Illinois Nature Preseryes Commission 
October 20, 1976 
Page 2 


specimens to document the site and then move on to the 
next likely looking spot. 


Outside of the Chestnut Hills ravines the Dusky Salamander 

is nearly extirpated from Illinois, where it never had a very 
large range in the first place, by land clearing and stream 
Siltation. Relatively undisturbed habitat is extensive in 
the Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve and population density 

and recruitment are high there. Few populations even in the 
Appalachian Plateau seem as healthy as these. If anyone is 
ever to study, in Illinois populations, the populational 
parameters outlined in my application it will have to be done 
in the Chestnut Hills; only there can adequate samples be 
obtained. 


Sincerely yours, 


ee as 


Ronald A. Brandon 
Professor 


jm 


cc Mr. K. Andrew West 
Dr. James E. Huheey 
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University of Illinois at Uroana-Champaign 


College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Vivarium 


. Healey and Wright Street 
PROVISIONAL DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY, Champalon, Linols aoc ‘ 
ETHOLOGY, AND EVOLUTION (217) 333-1631 


October 14, 1976 


Dr. George B. Fell 

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
819 North Main Street 

Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear George: 


I have redsf¥ed all the correspondence and reports that I have concerning 
the request of Ronald Brandon for the collection of 200 specimens of dusky 
Salamanders at the Chestnut Hills Nature Preserve. 


I recommend that the request be approved. 


Andy West's statement (June 14, 1976) that he found a sizeable number of 
animals in a small area where 200 specimens were removed two years previously 
would indicate that the species could readily recover in population size. 


If it is true that only 12 per cent of the population is available super- 
ficially for collection, this conforms with my earlier advice that not more 
aretere 10 per cent be collected during any one year (letter of Nov. 26, 
1975). 


West suggests (Sept. 22, 1976) that collecting be restricted to one ravine 
system. I recommend that collecting be divided between ravines 3, 4, and 5 

in your recent map and that some proportion (one out of three or four) 
specimens found not be collected to insure that the population is not depleted 
in any ravine. I further suggest that Brandon or West recensus the areas of 
collection one or two years afterwards so that any area where, by chance, 
there has not been adequate recovery could be restocked with breeding 
individuals from other nearby areas. 


Very truly yours, 
(hale 


S. Charles Kendeigh 
Professor Emeritus of Zoology 
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AR TMi OF 
REGISTRATION AND EDUCATION 
Ronatp E. Stacker, Director 
Springfield 
BOARD OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND CONSERVATION 
Ronatp E. Stackier, Chatrman 


GEOLOGY Baines cacaueceocrs L. L. Stross 
CHEMISTRY .... Hersert S. Gurowsxy 
ENGINEERING ... Rosert H. ANDERSON 
BIQLOG Vai sacs es ticle tea: Tuomas Park 
FORESTRY acer. STANLEY K. SHAPIRO 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
Dean Witiiam L. Eveaitr 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Dean Joun C. Guyon 


George B. Fell 


Executive Secretary 


ILLINOIS NATURAL 


Natural Resources Building 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 


Section of Faunistic Surveys 
& Insect Identification 


Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 


819 North Main Street 


Rockford, Illinois 


Dear George: 


61103 


HISTORY SURVEY 


Telephone: 333-6880 
Area Code 217 


GEORGE SPRUGEL, JR., Chief 


October 7, 1976 


Your letter of 6 October in connection with the permit Ron Brandon 


has requested along with the two attachments are at hand. 


I find 


Andrew West's memo and the results of his salamander census persuasive 
enough that I would support Ron's request to collect the 200 specimens in 


one of the two best ravines. 


Dr. Brandon's point that he is the most 


knowledgeable person about southern Illinois salamanders is without a 
doubt true and, in his own words, he is a "conservative collector." 


It speaks well for the Commission that some of its members are 
apprehensive about over*collecting the relatively small population. 
They certainly should not be apologetic about doing their job well. I 
too hope some guidelines for considering collecting permits result from 


the Brandon experience. 


PWS/clk 


Yours sincerely, 


(Gre 
Philip W. Smith 


Taxonomist and 
Head of Section 
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Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 


819 NORTH MAIN STREET 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 61103 
815/964-6666 


INPC 6l 
cE 
MEMORANDUM ees 
TO: Commission members 
FROM: Staflt 
DATE: December 2, 1976 


SUBJECT: Staff recommendations, Middle Fork of the Vermilion River 


Governor-elect Jim Thompson has expressed his opposition to construction of 
the Middle Fork Reservoir and has suggested the possibility of public sale 
of part of the land acquired by the State Division of Water Resources in 
the reservoir area while retaining some of the land for conservation and 
recreation purposes. 


The Nature Preserves Commission has identified several natural areas in the 
Middle Fork valley, including four areas that are suitable for dedication as 
nature preserves (Windfall Prairie, Horseshoe Bottom, Orchid Hill, and Middle 
Fork Woods). Two of the potential nature preserves, Windfall Prairie and 
Horseshoe Bottom, and two other natural areas, Indian Grass Prairie and 
Kickapoo Woods, are located on Division of Water Resources lands. The other 
natural areas are owned either by the Department of Conservation, Central 
Illinois Power Company or Vermilion County Conservation District. 


The Commission has received several requests from citizens urging it to 
identify those areas that are worthy of preservation and dedication and to 
endeavor to secure their permanent preservation at this time (see attached 
Herter trom or. Clark Bullard). 


Besides the identified natural areas, the Commission has expressed its concern 
in the past for preservation of the high quality aquatic habitat of the 

Middle Fork River, protection of populations of the highly vulnerable 
bluebreast darter and other rare and restricted species, and protection of 
significant archaeological features of the Middle Fork valley. (Resolution 398) 


Other potential conservation and recreation values of the lands in the Middle 
Fork valley have not been identified by the Commission, although these values 
may be important. 


The staff proposes that the Commission give Windfall Prairie and Horseshoe 
Bottom preliminary approval for dedication (approximate legal descriptions 
attached) and recommend retention of Indian Grass Prairie and Kickapoo Woods, 
together with surrounding buffer lands in public ownership. Also the staff 
proposes that the Commission participate with the Department of Conservation 
in identifying those lands in the reservoir area that should be retained in 
public ownership, including lands with natural area values, buffer areas, 
areas with significant archaeological features, and areas needed to protect 
the aquatic habitat of the river, and that the Commission urge Governor-elect 
Thompson to take necessary action to secure the permanent preservation of 
these areas. 
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MIDDLE FORK OF THE VERMILION RIVER, VERMILION COUNTY 


Approximate legal description of areas proposed for preliminary approval of 
dedication owned by the State of Illinois, Division of Water Resources: 


Windfall Prairie: Approximately 15 acres 


Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 8, 
Township 20 North, Range 12 West of the 2nd Principal 
Meridian; and all that part of the Northeast Quarter 

of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 8 lying easterly 
of the centerline of the Middle Fork of the Vermilion 
River, all in Vermilion County, Illinois. 


Horseshoe Bottom: Approximately 50 acres 


Part of the South Half of the Northwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; part of the north half of the 
Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter; part of the 
Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of the South- 
west Quarter of Section 31, Township 21 North, Range 12 
West of the 2nd Principal Meridian and the Southeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter 
and the Northeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 21 North, Range 
13 West, lying easterly of the centerline of the Middle 
Fork of the Vermilion River, all in Vermilion County, 
Illinois. 


December 2, 1976 
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The Committee on the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River 


117 W. FOURTEENTH STREET DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 61832 
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from the Draft “Environmental Assesment Report on the Middle Fork Reservoir" 
December, 1975 
Il - 74 


2. Agricultural 
Approximately 45% or 6,575.0 acres of the 14,610.12 acres included 
within the boundaries of the Middle Fork reservoir project was, prior to 1969, 
used for some aspect of conventional agriculture, i.e.: row crops, wheel or 
pasture, To date, 2,999.67 acres of these agricultural lands have béen pur- 
chased by the various agencies involved with the reservoir project. Much of 

this land continues to be farmed through a lease-back arrangement. These 


lands, which are no longer cropped, are either being developed for recreation 


or are in various stages of old field succession, 


Natural Areas 


° 


The Middle He Valley presents a ae diversity of natural areas, from 
prairies to upland forest to bottomland forest to weedendsn In all,’ the 
seventeen areas ae qualify as natural (See aban I1-16) encompass Sgn tea 
mately 550 acres. Each.of these areas is discussed in detail below. | | 


Forested Areas: 


| 
| 


Location: SW of Section 31, T2IN, R12W, and east part of the SE ¥ of 


1, Horseshoe Bottom = — raisin of Waters ays 


(Size: 50 acres) 


Section 36, T21N, -RIL3W. 
Description: Horseshoe Bottom penedeca of a semicircular flood plain ringed 
by steep bluffs and an upland promontory along the river, There is a great 
diversity of Forest communities represented including spring-fed sloughs, 
flood plain, terraces, and dry upland woods on west~facing river bluffs. 


Spring-fed sloughs range from sites of semi-permanent ponds with swamp white 
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oak, willows, pin oak and buttonbush to wooded seepages with black ash 

and marsh marigold. The sloughs intergrade into low frond. piate communities 
with green ash and soft maple. Terrace communities display great diversity 
with slight changes of drainage resulting in a mixture of dry upland forest 
species, such as black oak and whiee oak, with mesic Foret species, such 

as Sugar maple and- red oak. Other species present include walnut, black cherry, 
shagbark hickory, and bur oak. The bluffs around the flood plain support a dry 
upland forest of chinkapin oak, white oak, black oak, and scattered red cedar 
with an understory of little bluestem. Seepages occur locally along the bluff 
resulting in more mesic sites with red oak and sugar maple. 

Significance: The significance of the area lies in the great diversity 

of, the tract and the representation of unusual features, including 

spring-fed sloughs and mesic forest trees along the low terraces. Black 

ash is known from only one other site along the Middle Fork, and pin oak 

is known only from this site. Many old growth trees occur within the 

tract. It does appear to have been subjected to partial logging for 

one species, such as walnut. (No large walnut were noted although many 


immature trees are present.) 


Kickapoo Woods v Noone es > Ve Wat pean M5 
(Size: 15 acres) 

Location: NW 4 of the NW, of the SW of Section 33; and E% of the NE 
of the SEX of Section 32, T20N, R12W. 


Description: Kickapoo Woods consists of a wooded ravine and river bluff 


adjacent to a small flood plain on the east side of the Middle Fork River. 
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The ravine supports a mesic forest community of red oak, sugar maple and 
a few American beech. The river bluff is forested with a dry upland 
forest of chinkapin oak and white oak. Flood plain vegetation includes 
box elder, green ash, silver maple, and cottonwood. 
Significance: For a small tract, Kickapoo Woods displays a large diversity 
of forest vegetation, having flood plain, river bluff, and ravine slopes 
with northern and southern exposure. American beech is present near the 
limits of its range. 
peed re Fork Woods s.\= dept PCa Seti 
(Size: 100 anes) £ 7 | 
NeCAtLon a. In the SW, of the NW%, Ni of the NW, Ws of the NEX% of Section 5, 
T19W, RL2W, and the Ex of the SE% of the SW%, SE, T20N, R12W. 
Description: Middle Fork Woods includes wooded steep slopes along the west 
bank of the Middle Fork, poorly drained flat uplands, and several ravines, 
the largest containing an intermittent stream which drains directly into 
the Middle Fork... At the mouth of the ravine, shale with abundant fossils 
outcrops occur along the Middle Fork where it undercuts its banks. Sand- 
stone outcrops in the form of low cliffs in the southwest corner of this 
tract. Upland sites are variable but generally mesic in character. Where 
drainage is good, white oak, red oak and sugar Oe grow with an under- 
etoey of sugar maple and black haw. The ground cover. includes-a number of 
spring ephemerals, lady fern, and broad beech fern. Shagbark hickory, 
pignut hickory; and black oak are present with an understory of black haw, 
and arrow wood Wh the more poorly drained sites. Large stands of sensitive 
fern and open areas with sedges and wood reed grass be are found on these 
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Lige2/& 
sites. Swamp white oak occurs in the wettest sites in eenener ct rnds! 
The largest ravine, rich and diverse, has dominant trees which include 
red oak and sugar maple on lower slopes, black and white oak and an 
occasional American beech on upper “perry and American elm and sycamore 
along the stream. Notable herbaceous plants present include squirrel 
corn, green violet, Gleason's. trillium, firepink, and squawroot. The 
east-facing bluffs along the Middle Fork have white iA aaa Ee oak 


and red oak common in the overstory. Small seep springs occur along the 


bluff and natural soil sloping is apparent. Wild sarsaparilla (Aralia 


nudicaulis) occurs as a glacial period relic on a north-facing section of 


the sandstone bLUft,. the salamander Ambystoma platineum has been 


collected at this site, its only known location in Illinois. It apparently 


breeds in the ephemeral ponds in the upland woods. 


Significance: This is the largest, most diverse and most valuable 
forested natural area on the Middle Fork. Although the flat upland 
forests are second growth and were grazed, they are significant due to 


the unusual mixture of plant species present and the occurrence of the 


salamander. The tfact contains the only known sandstone outcrops in the 


Vermilion River drainage that contain relic northern vegetation; this is 

a more typical feature of the Southern Uplands Section of the Wabash 

Border Natural Division. The old growth conditions of portions of ravines 

and slope forests combined with the diversity and number of uncommon plants 
at‘these sites make the tract-.a high quality natural -area.- 

Middle Fork Ri luff ce da ul i AA a ap a BEC : 
Middle Fork River Bluff — Dept. or Ceonsetdalion jin Oar] 
(Size: 30 acres) 


Location: The Ns of the NW; of Section 8, T19N, R12W. 
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Old Growth White Oak Stand = Dest 


Description: This wooded tract is composed of a flat upland ridge 


adjacent to the steep north-facing bluff on the Middle Fork. The bluff 


reaches a height of 80 feet with slopes up to 25%. A few seep springs 


occur along the base of the bluff. Shale outcrops along the base of the’ 
hill are due to stream erosion. Upland sites are characteristically) 


4 
: 


black oak and white oak with occasional sugar maple, red oak, black 
cherry, white ash, Btevenitiondosundiy ironwood, and arrow wood. As the 
ridge becomes more narrow, a mesic black oak community predominates with 
lousewort, shooting star, and pussytoes eta in the understory. The 
north-facing slope is mesic with common woody species of sugar maple, 

red oak, basswood, flowering dogwood, bladdernut, wild hydrangea and 
Biekeye So vadeneiiny running strawberry bush, apenas aan snow 
trillium, squaw-root and several species of fern are present. 
Significance: The entire tract is second growth; however, the understory 


is in natural condition. The high steep river bluff is of geological | 
| 
| 
| 


significance. In addition, several uncommon plants such as Gleason's 


trillium, snow trillium and squaw-root are present and add significance 


/ 


to the site. The presence of the Middle Fork River at the base of the 


| 
bluff adds diversity to the tract. | | 


ral ef Conservation 


(Size: 10 acres) 


Location: In the NW of the SW of Section 8, T19N, R12W. 


Description: ‘This stand consists of a wooded river bluff on the old west 


bank of the Middle Fork River (now rerouted by strip mining). White oak 
is the dominant tree with occasional red oak, hickory, and sugar maple. 
Bladdernut is a common shrub, and wild leek, cream violet and wild ginger 


are common herbaceous vegetation. 
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River Bluff and Ravines ts Dest 
eee f 


Significance: Although small, this tract is significant in ehatire small 
stand of undisturbed, old growth white oak occurs on the upper slopes of 
the bluff. 

oy Con cervat ;ow*. 

(Size: 40 acres) 

Location: In the SE% of the SE% of Section 8, and the NE% of the NE% of 
the NE% of Section 17, Section 8, T19N, R12W. 

Description: The area consists of a steep, wooded river bluff of the 
Middle Fork Rive (now rerouted due to strip mining) which faces northeast. 
On either side of the bluff Bie small, steep-walled, narrow ravines with 


drainage into the Middle Fork. The river bluff has a red oak-sugar 


maple overstory with occasional black cherry, white oak, basswood, buckeye . 


_ and flowering dogwood. The ground cover is rich in spring ephemerals 


‘including squirrel corn, hepatica firepink and Christmas fern. The side 


ravines have essentially the same characteristics and additionally have 
intermittent streams and yellow lady slipper orchids on the steepest slopes. 


A xeric community with black oak, stunted white oak, lousewort, shooting 


star, -spiderwort, pussytoes, star grass, and twayblad orchid is represented 


on ravine crests with western, southern and eastern exposure. 
Significance: The ravines and bluffs are second growth communities but 
are otherwise undisturbed and qualify as natural area due to their diverse 
rich flora and number of uncommon plants, including lady's slipper orchid 
and firepink. This is the second known Middle Fork station for the yellow 
lady slipper, but it is rare with only a few plants present. The base of 
the river has been disturbed by strip mining, and one side of the ravine 


has its lower reaches periodically flooded due to blocked drainage. 
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Areas Characterized by Prairie Vegetation 


dé 


Mindfalh Prairie = Division oF Waterway S 
(Size: 30 acres) 
Location: Center of north half of Section 8, T20N, R12W. 
Description: Along a steep to very steep bluff of the Middle Fork if a 

i 
prairie with scattered trees, shrubs, and small wooded ravines. The 
lower portion of the bank is a nearly-vertical face of glacial drift 
which rises 10 to 20 feet above the stream for the length of the prairie. 
It supports spring and prairie vegetation with caps of spring tufa around 
the springs. The prairie community has side-oats grama, little bluestem, 
Indian grass, flowering spurge, purple coneflower, Indian paint brush, 
rostnweed. enrei e dock, white sweet clover (a scattered Ber tomer natural- 
ized species), dogbane, yellow puccoon, purple prairie clover, coreopsis, 


and black-eyed susan. The trees, which are dense in the ravines and occur 


as scattered, stunted individuals on the prairie, include red cedar, ats 


| 


oak, chinkapin oak, and hophornbeam. Solomon's seal and Dutchman's 


breeches are common in the thickets. The lush and varied vegetation of the 
Peepmeniine t acd udes horsetails, bulrush, columbine, whorled loosestrife, 
thoroughwort, spikemoss, blazing stars, prairie dock, and eee a reper cenee 
There are active deposits of spring tufa in the seepage area, and rates 

old tufa deposits on nearby ledges.: The flatwoods above the prairie has 
scattered large white oak among smaller white oak, shingle oak, black oak, 


and shagbark hickory, with patches of feverfew and prairie dock. Red cedar 


and native honeysuckle are common along the border between the woods and 


‘the prairie, and the wooded slopes next to the prairie have sugar maple, 


basswood, oaks, hickories, and hophornbeam and witch-hazel. Table II-16 


presents species collected at this location. 
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TABLE II - 16 


FLORA LIST - WINDFALL PRAIRIE 2/ 


Scientific Binomial 


Silphium terebinthinaceum 
Castilleja coccinea : 


Lithospermum canescens 
Phlox pilosa 


Pedicularis canadensis 
Pedicularis lanceolata 
Comandra umbellata 
Hypoxis hirsuta 
Krigia biflora 
Convolvulus spithamaeus 
Penstemon spp. 

Cacalia tuherosa. 
Senecio aureus . 
Lonicera prolifera 
Mentha piperita 
Polygonatum biflorum 
Sisyrinchium albidum 
Amorpha canescens 
Ceanothus americanus 
Lobelia spicata 
Hypericum perforatum 
Euphorbia corollata 
Petalostemum purpur purpureum 
Asclepias tuberosa 
Lysimachia quadriflora 
Cassia fasciculata 
Pycnanthemum pilosum 
Anemone virginiana 
Echinacea pallida 


Sorghastrum nutans nutans 


Common Name 


Prairie dock 
Indian paintbrush 
Pucoon 

Common phlox 
Lousewort 

Swamp lousewort 
Bastard toad flax 
Star grass 

False Dandelion 


Beardstongue 
Indian plantain 
Ragwort 
Honeysuckle 
Mint 

Solomon's seal 
Blue eyed grass 
Lead plant 

Red root 


St: Jon’ s wort 
Flowering spurge 
Purple prairie’ clover 
Butterfly Weed 
Loosetrife 


Partridge Peg 


Mountain Mint 
Common Anemone 
Pale Coneflower 
Indian grass 


a/ This list is a composite of observations by Vermilion County Conservation 
District, Department of Conservation and Illinois Mahan e History Survey 


(See ements: F for further detail). 
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TABLE Loa 16 Continued 
FLORA LIST-WINDFALL PRAIRIE 


Scientific Binomial Common Name 
Andropogon scoparius Broom Sedge |. 
Juniperus virginiana Red cedar ; 
Parthenium intepgrifolium American Feverfew j 
Melilotus alba ‘ 
Apocynum | cannabinum © ; Dog bane 
Rudbeckia serotina 
Liatris pycnostachya Blazing Star 
Liatris cylindracea Blazing Star 
Liatris aspera Blazing Star 
Parmassia glauca Grass of Parnassus 
Angelica atropurpurea Angelico 
Desmodium cangdense . Beggars Tick 
Desmodium cuspidatum Begears Tick 
Bouteloua curtipendula Side oats grama 
Equisetum sop. bis aps - Horsetail 
Andropogon gerardi  - ; Big Blue stem 
Asclepias verticillata 
Gerardia tenuifolia Gerardia 
Aster praealtus Aster 
Lactuca spp. : 
Euonymus obovatus Running strawberry bush 
Spiranthes magnicamporum Ladies tresses 
Lespedeza canitata Bush clover 
Cirsium muticum Swamp thistle ete 
Gentiana quinquefolia Stiff gentian ms 
Aster azureus Aster | 
Solidago rigida Goldenrod / } 
Coreopsis) tripteris 9. >). | hee Lickseeg 


Aster laevis Aster 
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Significance: This prairie, with its seep spring, is one of the most 
outstanding natural areas on the Middle Fork River. In addition to the 
extensive, undisturbed prairie, it includes the following notable geological 
features. The river bank has very good exposures of glacial till and outwash, 
and the seep spring has large tufa deposits with some rare travertine and 
Stalactitic deposits. The tufa has an excellent assortment of recent plant 
and animal fossils. Windfall Prairie is unique to both the immediate area 
and the state. Its similarity to other hill prairies in the state is slight 


(See Appendix F). This dissimilarity adds to the overall importance of 


this area. | 


Indian Grass Prairie 23 Division ate were 


ter wd yal y e 

(Size: 12 acres) a 

Location: SE% of the SEs of Section 17, T20N, R12W. 

Description: This is a fairly large prairie remant occurring on a well- 
drained, sandy and gravelly terrace along the Middle Fork. A dense stand 
of Indian grass is the dominant feature of the prairie, with switch grass 
and little bluestem also present. Indian pene brush has been noted here. 
Although low in species diversity, it is the largest and best known example 
of a prairie on the flood plains of the Vermilion River Deainarey 


Significance: This is one of two known bottomland prairies occurring 


in the Vermilion River watershed. Because of this, the prairie is: of 


interest in spite of the low diversity of prairie species. The limited 
number of species may be due to periodic inundation and deposition of 
soil materials by the river. The prairie does not appear to have been 


disturbed by plowing. 
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35 Bottomland Prairie and Eroding Bluff - fs! ILPCO 


(Size: 25 acres) 

Location: SW of the NW, and the NW of the SW of Section 21, T20N, R12W. 
Description: The area consists of floodplain adjacent to the west side of 
the Middle Fork, and a 100-foot tall, nearly eepeicail bluff adjacent to the 
east side of the. river, the rate of natural erosion of the glacial drift in 
the bluff is such that red cedars, hophornbeam, smooth sumac, and young 
cottonwoods and willows are some of the few trees that are able to persist 

in large numbers on the slopes. Rewind of prairie grasses and the spreading 


roots of réd cedar are the most effective in holding the soil, but thesé 


plants too gradually creep downslope. Above the eroding slove is a flat 


upland, with scattered open-grown oaks whose crowns are nearly as broad as 
tall. Little bluestem is the commonest prass in the open, savannah-tyve 
environment and the prairie ladies tresses orchid is present. The flood- 
plain to the-west of the river supports a rich but partially disturbed prairie, 
Numerous prairie and lowland riverbank species are present and include Indian 
SOA e opeteaet pene tall brome, ad ddine rye, little bluestem, yellow cone- 
flower, stiff gentian, cup plant, indigo bush, tall. anemone, sunflower, 
penstemon, tall goldenrod, tall coreopsis, and scouring rush. The prairie 

has been disturbed by trash dumping and woody invasion due to the lack of fire. 
Weedy species present include Kentucky bluegrass, sweet clover, wafer ash, 
ale ash, cottonwood, American elm, and ee eanace ae 


Significance: The tract displays prairie vegetation occurring at ecological 


extremes, with steep eroding bluff habitat contrasted against a moist fertile 


lowland site. The river bluff is in an undisturbed condition; although 
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the lowland has been disturbed it is the most diverse and largest prairie 
community of its type occurring on the Middle Fork. The river adds 


diversity to the tract while being an important factor in the presence 


" 
i 


and character of the communities. bit 


Aquatic Areas_ 


10. 


ll. 


Collison Creek Marsh = ).or MW | ae ON Co, fone: . AWS, aa ny ite ») 


(Size: 20 acres) 

Location: Nixof the NW of Section 35, T12N, R13W. 

Description: ChLTison Creek Marsh consists of a spring-fed, open cattail 
marsh adjacent to.a flood plain woods with a small natural. pond. A fence 
line runs between the marsh and woods. The species diversity of the marsh 
is not high; however, swamn honey locust, a tree thought to be restricted 
to more staan regions tnulliinois,, (has ves reported from the site. 
No specimens of the tree have been preserved, and its occurrence here | 
cannot be verified. Therefore, it must We assumed this species ee not 
exist at this location. The marsh is fed by an artesian well with 69. 5 feet 


j 


of apa peliness ine: A report from the Illinois Geological Survey , 
Urbana, concerning this well is located in Appendix G. 

Significance: The Significant natural feature of Collison Creek Marsh is 
the open pond in the flood plain Conds and the possible occurrence of swamp 


honey locust. The evidence does not indicate that the open spring-fed 


marsh represents natural conditions. 


Seep Spring oe LONE Oe 


(Size: About 50 feet in diameter.) 
Location: North part of the SEX of the NW of Section 21, T20N, RI2W. 


Description: A raised mound of spring-fed muck soils with many typical 
4 ia 


. 
* 
+ 
‘ 
7 
' 


« 
4 
“ 
rir 
‘ 


: ¢ 
ae ee 


‘ Gace u ; As. aC te 
avs. Ae yaisrewkh 44eegen BAT \ebee fee, Sheen asf mained rie’ ; 


ha eee Smelt were bag 5 rim wl My $e | ak i a, rat A el nN ep y shag’ 

thos re ; oo Fy ; ’ ‘ ae 
pene, Teoleptived wtninki ES se wos) Geeqen. &, sunt egey ie mene 
5 k q ait ~ : i A ‘adi i AG 
iat Yoni weethlod Reo sens: Lusantise 3 dimond dag ont torah ta ae AG 


gh vqeepey |Y rind wrt Va Mio Hee Micon pans ‘nin Ave sir naa 


Air 5 vORT «it ea te + ae bay Bey vi . 


Pat ed : } at Ge i } a 
aN ; ‘i ah. pee @ a 
f iw te ‘ I a | " i) a ata Yr "i t 
PM  PRWURMEER TL OPKS CEN a Mens 
a) i u's i 7 eh) . 4 
Cau AG Rom Ay are | a te Pee ; 
' ie yi HS J ay ny Pm i ni 4 ue hh 
| cole a &:\ ire ¥ i dog u 
‘ j 4 ‘ a Ween 
a eae e ’ on ii Ke h 
a % i Me ae 


irboss rotde ‘at? aie! et bi te | abso se 2's. 


By. ie - 


ne Ah Sh a 7 ee ; 
ie iy ari rs “id fade ft Sundaes ha jitad sf tel ‘toni eye sn 


| ona Reoseaoe wi. oe sido 
| | | ‘ ‘ ae . | . lan } iq ; ; pe at i ; ) i : aed ‘ ee ‘ Bian | Pe 
war, 
ee ‘ i t 
f ‘ , rs ft af nl iyi 3 et } eV. if he | isl - A 
Pf bah i ar, : 


Ory ee ae Gaalehaiet Yo Bee aad eit! ‘nil 
% / : B Ki th AR} ¥ A 


+ dae  betestkrva £ ‘Set woh) ghousi $ fayeat saan a0 iat nb maha pA 


cy) Lotetteay Deere a ee alee Fe bynd t ‘ oa sie Bp | ? 


. 


fat , Fi eA eat Meta <5 
tn ' ; a ae ae > pi tS ae ay hee: ee ara Ming ge 
aay av ot? tdencds wed » petal wed eave, eee: (ian yim 


a 


i eam erdsse enk ty. bec'y ewer e need aus ‘as sid Yn iinet 


pe aa ; . ‘ cee THORS AS i Dy eae ~ iAred Ie hes ik , te 
shew! aa towed atdat Ramibenn ad aie. ot see eedl bie ae, od rR ° 
7 Aue i 

Ctl’ {lew fiw teeters od. vo OB) AE fase ee RO inode wits ay ta , 


at KD eogeys uk be twont (es ohewe au parcel snow 


o , a er 
i GA ee 


A a ; F ae ' © ; He as s aa ‘s “aj 
foygutnerd otdbeyod bald bas Meow fo 4 but’ ant ak baow ‘aoe 


rie Bale wécodthme {isedeit wale 


VAT, 


é ' * r Isic = 4 alan! bea ‘ ue i * “A” ¥ Ri me a, 


tne ou 


ea} , 


pee tw. ayy 

iol cheat 3 wey ary 1% 
re vt it vil, : 

7 ty 


ae ek i ta) 


II - 87 


seep spring plants, The spring area is open with large spreading willows, 
cattails, and some cordgrass. Notable vegetation includes swamp louse- 


wort, marsh fern, spikemoss, grass-of-parnassus, and mosses such as | 


Thuidium, Mnium, and Fissidens. 4 
Significance: -Due to a Se: rates of permeability among layers of 
glacial drift, seep springs are common along the Middle Fork River and 
its tributaries. Many of the seeps have been ruined by pasturing, leaving 
the one identified here significant due to its size, its diverse vegetation, 
and the fact that it has not been ruined by grazing. 

12. Spring-fed Cattail Marsh _ C\LPCO 
(Si. 26 %58 4 Ber eal 
Location: The N% of the NE% of the NE% of pain 29 LZONG ER LAW. 
Description: The tract consists of an pent marcel dominated by cattails and 


| 


bordered. on the south and west by seepages which support a typical seep| 
| 


spring community. Vegetation includes swamp lousewort, marsh marigold, 


i 


turtlehead, boneset, sensitive fern, giant water dock, willow-herb, bog 
/ 


goldenrod, black ash and bog twayblade orchid. Wood reed grass and Scirpus 
atrovirens are common, : 
Significance: This tract is important because of the large and diverse 
seepage communities. Black ash is known from one other station on the 
Middle Fork, and bog twayblade orchid is known only at this Middle Fork 
station, vara ten County represents a southern extension of this orchid's — 
range in eastern Illinois and adjacent Indiana. The marsh is bordered on 


the north by a lime settling basin and has had its natural quality altered 


by levee construction and manipulation of water levels. 
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13. Skunk Cabbage Seep Spring Vtad re pa fae 


(Size: 2 acres) 


Location: Center of the S's of the S's Section 7, T20N, R12W. 


Description: A narrow line of seep springs is located at the base of a 

north facing bluff. Most of the springs are in shaded habitat and support 

a typical wet forest flora. Turks' Cap Lily (Lilium Michiganense) ana 

Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus) grow in the shaded springs. One 

section of the spring supports a sedge meadow in an area where the site is 

not Press by overstory trees. | 

Significance: This is the only site in the Middle Fork Valley where Skunk Cabbage 
and Turks ' Cap Lily have been observed. The latter occurs throughout the state 
but is not common. Skunk Cabbage is normally ss ir ae in occurrence to northern 
Illinois where it is usually found only in cold springs. It ia uncommon but not 
rare. The site has been disturbed in the past (by grazing) and lacks lee of the 
plants of other Middle Fork springs (i.e. - Grass of Parnassus, Marsh ReerenGe ee 
Marsh Ferne, and Turtle Head). Its significance lies in the Sone Cato E Skunk 


| 


Cabbage. It is not of nature preserve quality. Pir | 
| 


Areas Represented by a Mixture of Communities 


14, Orchid Hill mame he iste Coe 


(Sizes: 52 aren) 

Location: Middle of west 4 of Section 20, T20N, R12W. 

Description: The rea monies a flat upland and Steep slope west of the 
Middle Fork bottom. It is known for its seep springs and unusual abundance 


of orchids. The area is somewhat similar to Windfall Prairie because of 


its topography and the presence of seep springs, but the slopes-of Orchid 
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HLL are more mesic because they face northeast as opposed to southwest, 

and they rise above a partly-forested bottomland ere of being directly 
on the river. The upland is a dry oak woodland, and the slopes have an 
open forest of red oak, red cedar, chinkapin oak, hophornbeam, and 

flowering dogwood. Prairie plants grow both on the flat upland and in 

the extensive seepage area, particularly on sharp ridges extending from 

the upland. Prairie vegetation includes prairie dock, big bluestem and 
Indian paint brush. The upland woods Pecado and some red 

cedars have been cut from the slopes. The interest of the area is not 

in the woody plants, but in the herbaceous flora. Marsh marigold, spreading 
goldenrod, spikemoss, ‘stiff gentian, grass-of-parnassus, and a rush (Juncus 
brachycephatus) grow in the “priya ar Broomrape and Moraes of 
orchids AG found on Orchid Hill. These include yellow lady's slipper, 
twayblade orchid, long-bracted orchid, late coralroot, ame species of 
ladies tresses orchid. Table II-17 lists species observed at this area. 
Significance: The area ig Ae apgaye because of the prairie communities 

on north facing slopes, the highly calcareous seepages and their flora, 

and the Byenence oF several rare Behe ae Even though yellow lady's slipper 
is rare in Illinois, a large colony is present here. The long-bracted 
orchid grows in a habitat apparently unreported for the species, and Orchid 
Hill is the only place in Vermilion County where it has been found. The 
long-bracted orchid is supposedly a cold-site Kye ae species, but at 
Orchid Hill, it is found in a relatively xeric habitat, making. the southern- 
most locality in Illinois for the long-bracted orchid. Both species of 


ladies tresses orchids are uncommon in east-central Illinois. 
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FLORA LIST - ORCHID HILL 


Scientific Binomial 


Actaea pachypoda 


Actaea pachypoda 
Penstemon spp. 


Andropogon scoparius 


Juniperus spp. 


Pyncnanthemum spp. 
Phlox pilosa 
Angelica spp. 
Lonicera prolifera 
Comandra spp. 


Krygia spp. 


Silphium terebinthinacium 


Baptisia leucantha 
Castilleja spp. 


Cypripedium spp. 
Liparis lilifolia 


Sisyrinchium albidum 


Taenidia inteperrima 


Chrysanthemum leucanthemum 


Rubus flagellarius 
Rhus glabra 
Achillea spp. 
Fragaria spp. 
Parthenocissus spp. 
Tradescantia s gue 


Rubus spp. 
Aquilegia Spp. 


Ribes missouriensis 
Smilacena s spp. 
Arisaema spp. 
Galium spp. 
Podophyllum spp. 
Heuchera spp. 

Rosa carolina 
Potent 11 spp. 
Panax The 
accaones stern 


Common Name 


Baneberry (white) 
Beards Tongue 
Little Blue Stem 
Red Cedar 


“Wild Indigo 


Lady's Slipper Orchid 
Twayblade Orchid 


Ox Eve Daisy. 


Smooth Sumac 
Yarrow 
Strawberry 
Virginia Creeper 
Spiderwort 


.Blackberry 


Columbine 
Gooseberry 
False Solomon's Seal 


Bedstraw 
May Apple 
Alum root 
Rose 


Pussy Toes 


(Continued) 
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TARLIC CLES LTO 
FLORA LIST - ORCHID HILL 


Scientific Binomial 


Hypoxis spp. 
Allium spp. 


Viola spp. 
Thalictrum spp. 


Viola pedata | 
Pedicularis canadensis 
Sanguinaria spp. 
Hydrangea spp. 
Hepatica spp. 

Uvularia spp. 
Conopholis americana 
Erigeron annus 
Geranium spp. 

Cornus. florida ° 


Geum spp. 


} Botrychium virginianum 


Equisetum Spp. 
Cladonia spp. 


Liatris aspera 

Aster ericoides 
Gerardia tenuifolia 
Gerardia laevigata 
Lactuca spp. 

Gentiana quinguefolia 


Lespedeza virginica 


Coreopsis tripteris 
Aster laevis 


Aster cordifolius 


Solidago speciosa 
Solidago caesia 
Solidago patula 
Solidago erecta 
Polygala sanguinea 
Eupatorium rugosum 


Celastrus scandens 


Continued 


Common Name 


Onion (Wild) 
Blue Violet 


Birds Foot Violet 


Bloodroot 
Hydrangea 
Hepatica 
Belliwort 
Squawroot 
Fleabane 


Wild geranium. 


Flowering bedstraw. 


Fern 
Horsetail 
Lichen 
Blazing Star 
Aster 


‘Aster 


Aster 


Spreading goldenrod 


Red milkwort 
White snakeroot 
Bittersweet 
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15. Uncharted Hill —_ \) CCHS 


(Size: . 30 acres) 

Location: East-center of Section 29, T20N, R12W. 

Description: Uncharted Hill is a high narrow, half-mile long forested 
ridge forming the west bank of the Middle Fork River. As its name 
implies, it is not on the U.S.G.S. topographic quadrangle of the area. 
The hill is wedged-shaped mene presents mesic habitat and a seepage on 
north facing slopes and dry forest habitat on west and east slopes and 
on the ridgetop. The steep north facing slopes contain a few beech 
trees in addition to the more dominant red oak. Hepatica and Christmas 
fern are in the understory. A small, depauperate seepage-prairie com- 
munity occupies Sirs CERES on thé north Facing Rie This Po eedee 
big bluestem, stiff gentian, penstemon, scouring rush, and tufa deposits. 
The less mesic west facing slopes have red oak and white oak; black oak 


and white oak characterized the ridgetop; and chinkapin oak, red oak, 


red cedar (in eroding sites) and yellow ladyslipper orchids are character- 


istic of the east slope above the river. 


Significance: | 


At the site, American beech is present at its most northern known station 
along the Middle Fork. Although it does not compare to those of Orchid 
Hill, the seepage community adds diversity to the tract. Pinesap, a rare 
saprophytic plant, grows at the site, and many old growth trees are present 
on the narrow ridge at the south end of the hill. The ridge top at the 
north end of the hill is wide and appears to have been grazed. Except 
for local timber cutting, the south end of the ridge and the east and 
north facing slopes are in natural condition. 
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16. Woods and Prairie —~ C|LPah “ am) 
(Size: 120 acres) 


' 
5 
$ 


Location: North ¥5 of the SW of the SE% of Section 16, T20N, R12W. 
Description: The tract consists of a wooded ravine and Der otndine upland 
prairie. Forest species include sugar maple, oaks, and hickories, and 
Ce Se include little Pan ieget Zhe bluestem, purple gies 
Fiovees bush clover, showy oldentod® and mountain nehurlay Hickory, | 
hawthorn, crabapple, and smooth sumac also are present. 
Significance: The heads of ravines along the Middle Fork are extensions 
of the forest into the upland prairies. The forests of most of these 
ravines almost BEyays have been ome HOT ee by Sree or pair haeae 
tuner this - particular ravine is an example of a seeded ravine bounded 
by prairie remnants that has not suffered these disturbances. The ravine 
has an undisturbed forest, and the adjoining upland has a disturbed little 
bluestem prairie. | | 
17. Woods and Seep Spring ay - Conter eres WAN | 
(Size: 10 acres) yi 
| 
Location: NE% of the NE% of section 8, TLON, R12W. } 
Description: This small tract contains a forested, small, flat Gpiead 
adjacent to the Middle Fork River bluff. Sandstone and shale outcrop along 
the bluff and a wooded side ravine contains a large seep spring with a z 
colony of marsh nerd eatas ) 
Significance: . The only apparent disturbance to the site is a power line 
crossing over the spring. All other features are in natural condition. 


The diversity of such a small tract and.the presence of the river at the 


base of the bluff add to its significance. 
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In all 17 natural areas have been identified in this report. As might be 
expected these areas do not possess the same degree of significance. Each have 
characteristics that make them important and each is unique in its own way. 

Four areas demonstrate the qualities mentioned earlier in this chapter that 
make them eligible for inclusion'as:a state nature preserve. These areas are: 

1) Windfall Prairie 
2) Orehid HiTL 

3) Middle Fork Woods 
4) Horseshoe Bottoms 

The rest of the natural areas discussed are not deemed to be of high enough 
natural Ee to Sbapheees ae dedication as nature’ PROSE Te: Ha of AN 


Pel ereen Renting He ttrsl areas, “however, eects that quality since they 


present a diversity of natural plant species. These include: 


1) Kickapoo Woods 5). Seep Spring 
2) Middle Fork River Bluff 6), Spring-fed Cattail marsh 
3) Old Growth White Oak Stand 7): Skunk cabbage seep spring 


4) River Bluff Ravines 8). Uncharted hill 
The five remaining natural areas exhibit somewhat lesser quality and in 


most cases, greater disturbance. These areas include: 


1) Indian Grass Prairie 3) Woods & Prairie 
2) Bottomland Prairie & 4) Collison Creek Marsh 
Eroding Bluff 5) Woods & Seep Spring 


Appendix H lists the plant species known to occur within the project area. 


This list covers the major indicator species important in analyzing the various 


communities. Also included is a description of habitat where these species occur, 


as well as their relative abundance in Illinois and along the Middle’ Fork Valley. 
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Rare or Endangered Species 

The Middle Fork is the only known habitat in Illinois that will support a 
population of bluebreast darter (Etheostoma camurum). This isolated population 
is the western edge of the range of the darter, which is pitts sporadically in 
the Wabash River drainage in Indiana and Kentucky. It also occurs in Ohio, but 
not in the Wabash Drainage. Appendix B was compiled by the Illinois Natural 
History Survey and includes a history of recorded collection of the bluebreast 
darter in Illinois. Species of these fish were collected and released in both 


the 1962 and 1974 surveys conducted by the Division of Fisheries. This species 


has -also been collected on numerous occasions by the illinois Natural History 


Survey. 

The Illinois Natural History Survey has also recorded the presence of two 
other rare or endangered fish species in the Middle Fork. The bigeve chub 
(Hybopsis ainblopos) has been sampled in the Middle Fork. Although its presence 
has been documented at’ five sites in Illinois during the past 25 years, its 
current status is unknown. An Illinois Department of Conservation report, entitled 
fare and Endangered Breciee i SOs. lists the bigeye chub as probably being 
extinct in Illinois. 

The river redhorse (Moxostoma carinatum) also has been recorded within the 
Middle Fork. Recent records indicate the presence of this species in only two 
river systems, the Fox (northern Illinois) and the Vermilion. According to the 
Beoxouren tioned esarenent of Conservation report, this fish is listed as rare 
in Illinois. 

The spotfin shiner and steelcolor shiner still occur commonly in the Middle 


Fork. The red shiner has barely expanded its range into the watershed and has begun 
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At this time there is no appreciable 


to appear only in the last few years. 
{ 


displacement of the spotfin and steelcolor shiners by the red shiner because 


Elsewhere in the state, displacment 


the habitats have not been much disturbed. 


has been considerable, but there are other areas where the red shiner has/'not 
et 

affected these species. Since the spotfin shiner and steelcolor shiner still 

occur in the Middle Fork and other streams in the Wabash-Ohio drainage, they 


could be collected on practically any given day when water levels are suitable 
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V-15 COLLINS SITE, V-82 INDIAN SPRINGS MOUND, and 
surrounding areas. Generalized relief map. Adapted from 
maps and aerial photographs courtesy Chicago Aerial Survey 
and Division of Waterways. 


“ 
- 


4 
) ‘ 
7 
| ' 
‘ 
| 
{ 
t 
i 
| 


im 


a ee A a OO ay 
» i 


rn ge 


emmy y Be Lm Fete meni teniamencsinee FS , pene git Ripe ted l ibiptanat 


webs Gfenices ee ee ee en b ‘ : ) x be 
WI Ve ar etice: : } o\ | ites ‘a f W ies the. 
‘. n 1 1 1 sf 
5 <) , y Ae 5, Ae ART Ur ne Na Yes 


* er, ict: ¢ 
i Nie ae , " Aa i Gal anes 


H , 
1999 ne es 
5 ; w ; 
ey are 4 : s 
: : mq a =. | a De y . av Ding ec ae 
rr. ; oh) ene ‘ Vee Ue toy a ee 
{ j ‘aed ore] : Tete { 4 ‘aa or 
| Pawhe® ee Meiipeme: SO Be Oe i Bate Vd 
; ; 7 fe ty ee te ae 
et a ee ons 60 gE pwtan mee ty: RE 4: Fi; mae | r 
iv =e 
ft * 8 < ba 
: tak mie 
" t a y 4 ’ 
t SB » ia ay - Pf 
ws! i i, # ‘ é Lo nm 
si eh : : 
F - (Fy 4 * = ’ 3 " Me bu 
fi, ‘ Wee * oe ' 2 
ee at 
i q) 4 Or ‘ t } nm ih ¢ 
yy Mw a ety ¥ 


me ~ fiers, if 
* a om if > 
ie, | Poh 7 " a - t 4 
i P ei y A 
5 ‘ ™ rf ‘AAG 
j ay att sy 
te &# * ‘ ‘ ™ 
i tnd apa’? “ Ae e 
) ‘ fr - (aaa. E 
A 4 4 f . 
ee . 8 te 
, ee | ; 
* ng 4 Bhi 4 
4 ‘ " : . 
: , “ ‘ - : 
: i * A \. 7 2 
¢ : ; “ray te * + , 
~ s hee i Tse i 7 4 3 f 
; ay * She 
t #6 Wes A * ‘ + 
Py & 
2 A f . 
A a 
% a * \ , 
; fig cia 
’ :h 1) ~* 1 
% ' t fi 5a 
Mm 4 eo le : i 
ft er a 1 if ‘ 
, 4 i } MRE mice he, vi 
ee on ME Sao ph ae 
Waal sire Ob 0) 
! ~ A eae a 
‘ 5 aaa pe & P 
Niewter nas 
, ue P *. * = ; 
ah 4, rn Past 4 —— ' 
ye" cme I ae Vf - 
> ’ ys eT + “nh “his rw. 
, ; ’ 
? 7 * tJ ” 
ri os b ¥ 
r i ‘ , Es 
‘ # ty is ‘ y ae Mis 
> 1 
. v4 es ro \ i 9 
J , 2 ” 
ft 4 f ‘ aA 
r j a ss — “7 ‘ “ 
4 fr *’ F} 
i “ \ 4, 
4 4 J ¢ 
& f ,, “i ‘ ° 
| Y 4 ‘ vy & ba HM 
st ; Pas M¥ 
r f H % ae ye et ws 
v4 ot 3 & j oy 
0 7 f A 2 4 
4 ; » 
ayy \) ‘ 
4 : 
q 
Aine tpt sip tanepeter ined ptphia i Jp, iain h cpmcerie dinates pale osc vrs eisai ed aii hoger seremet + ere 
: ' i) 
' 


lyme eM ulated Manner Sho¥ opie BALE 
mov) evel, .aneee Vind upline 9 ati 
Weve laine? ingante ‘geainoes. rae 


I LU , a Ps oot 
% ’ i ai. 
4 | aie i a 
‘ > : i 
7 Ay ae up 
; RS eee fee a af 
Pla a > a aig os A oy, fi Ata aa? 7 


INPC 61 
Item 20 
DEDICATION OF A NATURE PRESERVE 


LOCKPORT PRAIRIE 


KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the Metropolitan Sanitary 
District of Greater Chicago, being the owner thereof does hereby dedicate the 
following described real property as a nature preserve: 


All that part of the Northwest Quarter and the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 27, T36N, RIOE, 3 PM, lying west of 
- the Des Plaines River and east of the Chicago and Illinois 
Western Railroad excepting therefrom the following described 
tract: Beginning at the southwest corner of Section 27; 
thence north along the west line of said Section to the 
intersection with the east right-of-way line of the Chicago 
and Illinois Western Railroad; thence northeast along said 
ROW to a point lying 850 feet north of the south line of the 
NW 1/4 of Section 27; thence east 330 feet; thence N hen 
240 feet; thence east 130 feet; thence § aie E 300 feet; thence 
south 500 feet more or less to a point 270 feet north of the 
south line of the NW 1/4 of Section 27; thence east 560 feet, 
more or less to the west shore of the Des Plaines River; thence 
southwest along the west shore of the Des Plaines River to the 
south line of the NW 1/4 of Section 27; thence west along said 
south line to the point of beginning. Any part of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 27 lying west of the Des Plaines River and 
any part of the NW 1/4 and NE 1/4 of Section 27 lying within 100 
feet of the centerline of Division Street (FA Route 75) may be 
developed, managed or used for public highway purposes and 
access to the nature preserve with the approval of the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission. 


The property hereinabove described is dedicated for the purposes, and 
shall be held, maintained, and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in "An Act 
in relation to the acquisition, control, maintenance, improvement and protection 
of State parks and nature preserves", approved June 26, 1925, as heretofore amended 
and "An Act relating to the creation of the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission 
and defining its powers and duties", approved August 28, 1963, as heretofore amended. 
Said property is further dedicated for the purposes, and shall be held, maintained, 
and used, as provided for Nature Preserves in any amendment to said Acts enacted 
hereafter, but no such amendment shall alter the exclusive commitment of said land 
to the preservation of natural conditions for the purposes specified in said Acts 
as of the date of this dedication. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 


—_— 
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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT 
OF WILL COUNTY 
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60431 
PHONE 815 - AXKUxXBe 727-8700 
ojcnppe 2 


RAY WOOCK, PRESIDENT 


HERMAN ALBERICO, SECRETARY November 12, 1976 
FRANK PLANKAR, TREASURER : 


LAWRENCE VARSEK, ATTORNEY 


Jerry Paulson 

Nature Preserves Commission 
819 N. Main St. 

Rockford, Illinois 61103 


Dear Mr. Paulson: 
Enclosed is a copy of a resolution adopted 
November 10, by the Forest Preserve Board re- 


garding the Lockport Prairie and other MSD land. 


The Forest Preserve District is in hopes of 
acquiring this property shortly. 


We will keep you informed of any developments. 
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RESOLUTION TO ACQUIRE LAND FROM THE 
METROPOLITAN SANITARY DISTRICT OF GREATER CHICAGO 


WHEREAS, the Board President, Attorney and staff of the 
Forest Preserve District of Will County, Illinois” have dis- 
cussed with the Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater 
Chicago since December of 1974 regarding the potential for 
preservation and public use of property owned by MSD along 
the Des Plaines River in Du Page and Lockport Townships, and 

WHEREAS, a portion of this property, commonly known as 
the Lockport Prairie contains unique flora, among which is 
the rare and endangered three-leafed prairie clover 
(Petalostemum SP) , and 

WHEREAS, these lands are of prime concern to the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission, The Illinois Department of 
Conservation, The Open Lands Project, The Sierra Club, The 
Morest Preserve District of Will County, [llinois Audubon 
Society and other environmentally oriented groups and agencies, 
and , | 

WHEREAS, these. agencies are looking to the Forest Preserve 
Districumiinwilt County Tor support in this’ preservation, projecw. 
and | . 

WHEREAS, the Forest Preserve District is pereed with "pro- 
tecting and preserving the flora, fauna and scenic beauties with- 
HpeSuCciOIS trict, teand | 

WHEREAS, a unique opportunity to fulfill-this statutory 
function of preservation and public recreation, and the opport— 
unity to cooperate with other public agencies and conservation 
oriented groups exists; 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 


SECTION 1: That the Forest Preservo District of Will County 
is interested in these areas for public use and preservation and 
Aja ta JWbereatbed JH eooperablie whbhli the yer hota Aber lea Ta 
volved; 

SECTION 2: That the Renal Eatate Committee, offidgera and 


Staff of the Forest Preserve District be directed to pursue the 


preservation of the below described property; 
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SECTION 3: The area commonly known as the Lockport Prairie, 
located in Lockport Township, Will County and bounded on the 
west by an industrial railway, by Route 7 on the north, the 
Des Plaines River on the east, and Caton Farm Road on the 
south; and 

SECTION 4: The area in Du Page Township, Will County 
bounded on the east by the Des Plaines River, 135th Street on 
the south, and the Will-Cook County line to the Northeast. 


Passed this ./¢) day of “77. __, 1976 


mere }} 
A a; a Pe W/ 


President of the Forest Preserve 
Drstricuaow Wile County, anos 
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Secretary of the Forest 
Preserve District of Will 
County, Illinois 
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INPC 61 
Item 21 


12-MILE PRAIRIE 
Fayette and Marion Counties 


SUMMARY 


The prairie Jand between Illinois Central Gulf Railroad and Illinois 
Route 37 between 2WALSON and Kinmundy in Fayette and Marion Counties has been 
proposed for purchase as a scenic easement by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation. This area, known as the 12-Mile Prairie, has been of concern 
to the Commission since 1964. This scenic stretch of native prairie vegetation 
has been threatened by farming trespass, careless railroad work crews, and 
general neglect. 


In October, 1975 the Commission passed a resolution expressing concern 
over trespass and damage to prairie vegetation along the right-of-way and 
supporting the efforts of the Illinois Department of Transportation to preserve 
and protect the prairie (Resolution 387). 


Negotiations with the railroad over the years have not succeeded in 
protecting the prairie. The railroad is not interested in selling the easement 
to the State, but the Department is considering acquisition through eminent 
domain proceedings. The Illinois Department of Transportation would like a 
statement of support from the Commission for its acquisition of this easement. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Urge that the Illinois Department of Transportation acquire the 
easement for the 12-Mile Prairie from the Illinois Gulf Central Railroad. 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
605 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 


400 SOUTH SPRING ST. 


ANTHONY T. DEAN SPRINGFIELD 62706 WILLIAM A. Watts 
DIRECTOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 


CHICAGO OFFICE—-ROOM 100, 160 N. LA SALLE ST., 60601 


: 
Asst. Dist. Eng. | / 


May 10, 1976 


Mr. Wayne Tipsword 

Landscape Architect 

Illinois Department of Transportation 
400 West Wabash 

Effingham, IL 62401 


Dear Mr. Tipsword: 


= I am writing in support of your agency's efforts to preserve portions 
of the '12 mile prairie" along Route 37 between Kinmundy and Watson, 
Illinois. . 


Excluding the small area immediately adjacent to Kinmundy as we 
agreed at our visit to the site April 28th, the prairie you propose for 
easement is a very valuable resource that I feel should be under public 
control. Portions of the prairie are virgin and apparently undisturbed, 
while other areas have had some soil spread over the original prairie sod. 
Even these areas of spoil deposition are valuable as prairie remnants 
because they are still dominated by native prairie species and have both 
scientific and esthetic value. The disturbance that has occurred will 
be healed in time if the area is brought under your control and protection. 


I hope you are successful in your efforts to protect this scenic 
and natural area resource. 


Sincerely, 
rhe 
John E. Schwegman 


Chief Natural Areas Specialist 
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ea Proposed easement of the 12-mile Prairie, Fayette and Marion Counties 
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Canalization Not 


Col. James Ellis of the Corps 
of Engineers Louisville District 
has announced that the costs for 
the lower segment of the Wabash 
Canal would exceed the benefits, 
and he will recommend to Cong- 
ress that the canal not be con- 
structed. 

Col. Ellis also said the Corps 
does not plan at this time to con- 
tinue ‘‘detailed studies’’ of the 
route between Mt. Carmel and 
Terre Haute although these addi- 
tional investigations were 
authorized by Congress in 1975. 

The draft feasibility report on 
the mouth to Mt. Carmel seg- 
ment will be released to the pub- 
lic on or about Dec. 17, according 
to the Corps press release. The 
draft report discusses the feasi- 
bility of navigation - improve- 
ments along approximately 95 
miles of the Wabash from the 
Ohio River to Mt. Carmel. Alter- 
native navigation plans inves- 
tigated by the Corps in this 
report would have reduced the 
distance to 42 miles, plus an addi- 
tional spur up to Carmi. 

Spokesmen for the Corps had 
originally said the report would 
be available some time during 
the past summer. However, 
according to the press release, 
comments from the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, state agencies 
and other local interest groups 
must be obtained before the 
report is completed and a final 
recommendation is submitted by 
the Louisville District for review 
by higher authorities. 

Construction of the proposed 


many natural areas, impair the 
drainage on much of the farm- 
land adjoining the waterway, 
and unfairly compete with exist- 
ing rail lines. 

The project would have cost an 
estimated $340 million and would 
require the condemnation of 
over 10,000 acres of land, mainly 
on the Indiana side. Construction 
of the canal became an issue in 
the November election with 
canal proponent Sen. Vance 
Hartke losing his seat to former 
Indianapolis: mayor Richard 
Lugar, an outspoken opponent of 
the project. 

The decision of the Corps to 
release the feasibility report in 
the next few weeks is a marked 
departure from previous state- 
ments. As recently as Oct. 12, 
Col. Ellis said that the report on 
the Mt. Carmel section would not 
be released until the economic 
studies on the Terre Haute seg- 
ment were completed. 

Conservation groups had 
maintained that the Corps should 
make public the feasibility 
report on the first segment of the 
canal before undertaking studies 
on the Terre Haute section. 
Several organizations including 
the National Audubon Society, 
Izaak Walton League, Sierra 
Club, Illinois Environmental 
Council and Friends of the Wab- 
ash have already written the 


Corps formally requesting the]. 


report under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

In response to these requests, 
the Corps’ legal counsel in 


canal had been strongly opposed| Washington advised the groups 


by environmentalists, landow- 


that the report was still incom- 


on the|plete and would be released in 


grounds that it would destroy|May 1977. Two of the groups, the 
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Audubon Society and Izaak Wal- 
ton League, have since appealed | 
this decision. 

Tom Dustin, Director of the 
Indiana Izaak Walton League, 
said his group was preparing to 
file suit against the Corps on 
Nov. 26 when a telegram arrived 
from Lt. Col. Wilson of Louisville 
saying that the report would be 
made available on Dec. 17 at a 
price of $7.10. 


Dustin said he now plans to 
contact the Corps to determine 
if any of the $150,000 approp- 
riated by Congress will be spent 
for’ economic studies on the 
Terre Haute segment. ‘The 
Corps,’”’ added Dustin, ‘“‘has 
already studied the thing to 
death and what we want is to get 
them out of the canal business 
on the Wabash River.’’ 


Proponents of navigation on 
the Wabash, however, are still 
hopeful that a water transporta- 
tion system can be developed. 
Charles Hedde of Lawrenceviile, 
president of the Wabash Valley 
Association, told the Vincennes 
Sun Commercial, ‘‘I think there 
are alternatives to what the 
Corps has investigated and I 
would hope that the Wabash Val- 
ley Interstate Commission’s 
Technical Advisory Committee 
could develop an alternative sys- 
tem.”’ 


‘“‘We have placed a lot of 
emphasis on navigation, but if it 
isn’t economically feasible, it 
would be absurd for an-organiza- 
tion such as the interstate com- 
mission to support it. I’m not dis- 
couraged with the Corps report, 
but we will have to reassess 
navigation.” 
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